PostScript Level 2: Change in PostScript Version and Pagetype
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When we access the value of the variable "version" fromthe printer we get
a value of "2010.113" as the current version nunber. This variable has
previously given us values of "38.0" and "47.0" on LaserWiter Il and
LaserWiter Plus nodels. 1Is the version really 2010.113, or is there
somet hing different that has altered the nane or |ocation of this

i nformation?

When accessing the PostScript variable "pagetype" we previously got val ues
of "0" returned, but with the LaserWiter Ilg we get an "undefined"
variable. Are there many ot her variabl es that have changed, specific to

t he Appl e version of PostScript?

DI SCUSSI ON = = - = = = = = = = x o x ot st o e et

Yes, the version of PostScript used in the LaserWiter IIf and Ilg is
2010.113. This is Adobe's current numbering convention, and will continue
for new PostScript Level 2 inplenentations. W've seen a nunber of
progranms that assune the returned value won't exceed 4 characters. Wile
t he new versi on nunbers can cause a problem here, the real culprit is the
programmer who nade an assunption about the size of data returned. The
val ue returned by version has never been docunented to return a specific

| ength of data

The pagetype operator is no longer defined in PostScript Level 2. It was a
statusdi ct operator in many, but not all, Level 1 inplenentations, and as
such wasn't guaranteed to exist on different printers. Actually, this was
true of any statusdict entry.

Level 2 uses a nore conprehensive nethod for defining information about the
out put device, and PageSize is included as one of its parameters. The
operator you'll need information on is setpagedevice, which is described
fully in the PostScript Language Reference Manual, 2nd Edition. Note that
t he vari ous set pagedevice paraneters may be different on different

printers, so a program should check for the existence of specific entries



before attenpting to use them Once your code confirnms it's running on a
Level 2 inmplenentation, it can obtain a list of the individual paraneters
for that specific printer:

current pagedevice { pop ==} forall flush

This will return the list over the comrunication channel. |If you wish to
guery the current setting of a specific paranmeter, use code with this
synt ax:

current pagedevi ce / PageSi ze get == flush

Setting PageSi ze, an array of two nunmbers, requires the setpagedevice
operator to nodify the paraneter dictionary. The syntax can | ook |ike:

<< / PageSize [ 612 792 ] >> set pagedevice

Al so, six operators are available to set up the nost conmon page sizes.
These operators are letter, lettersnall, legal, a4, a4small and b5. Their
di mrensions are listed on the configuration page printed by the

LaserWiter Utility.

There are many ot her changes from PostScript Level 1 to Level 2. W
strongly recomend the PostScript Language Reference Manual, 2nd Edition
by Adobe Systens and published by Addi son Vsl ey.
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