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If you are trying to programin PostScript, you may find that TH S program
runs perfectly well:
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Whereas this second program-- which is designed according to the Adobe
Post Scri pt programm ng nanual -- does NOI. (The only difference: the word
"stroke" was replaced with "clip".)
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There are two reasons why this second program does not worKk:

1. The program shown is copied directly from page 103 of the Post Scri pt
Language Tutorial and Cookbook (1SBN #0-201-10179-3), except the nane
"StarlLines" is replaced by "Pharmaceutical Research". The output should
be the name "Pharmaceutical Research” in outlined letters with the ray
pattern inside the letters.

Cl ose exam nation of the program on page 103 shows that the user |eft
out one critical line. The last five lines in the user's program read:

(Pharnmaceuti cal Research) true charpath
clip
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These |ines should read:

(Pharnaceuti cal Research) true charpath

clip

newpat h % ----- new | i ne added-------
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On page 128 of the PostScript Language Reference Manual (1 SBN
#0- 201-10174-2) is a description of the -clip- operator, and the
| ast paragraph states:

"Unlike FILL and STROKE, CLIP does not inplicitly performa NEWATH
after it has finished using the current path. Any subsequent path
construction operators will append to the current path unl ess NEWPATH i s
executed explicitly. This can be a source of unexpected behavior."

2. On pages 260 and 261 of the PostScript Language Reference Manual
Appendi x B (I nplenmentation Linits), there is alist of limts that
cannot be exceeded. The PATH linmt (page 261) indicates the maxi num
nunber of points specified in all active path descriptions, including
the current path, clip path, and paths saved by SAVE and GSAVE, cannot
exceed 1500.

In this particular case, using the nane "Pharmaceutical Research"
exceeds the 1500-point linit; thus, the error "limtcheck O fending
Command -clip-" when using the clip operator. If the nane is reduced to
"Phar maceutical Rese", the programw || execute properly. Adding even
one letter to the nane will generate the Iimtcheck error again.

There is a possible workaround for the output wanted. By doing a "gsave"
and "grestore" to reset the clip region to its original size, it is
possi bl e to make the nunber of points on the clipping path snall enough
to avoid the error



Here is a programthat denonstrates one possible solution
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