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Printing Serial PostScript To LaserWriter: Dictionary Is Problem

This article last reviewed: 11 March 1988

Sone users have experienced a problemprinting a PostScript file generated
on the Macintosh through a serial device (such as a Sun 3/280) to a
LaserWiter: there is no printout.

General ly, PostScript files generated on a Macintosh are "encapsul at ed”

Post Scri pt. Encapsul ated PostScript files require that a dictionary of
definitions be downl oaded to the printer prior to the docunment being sent --
otherwi se, the PostScript interpreter within the LaserWiter will not

under stand the abbrevi ated Post Scri pt code, and the docunment will not be
printed.

VWhen printing a file directly to a LaserWiter froma Macintosh, the

Maci ntosh usually verifies first that the correct dictionary of definitions
has been sent to the LaserWiter. If the dictionary of definitions in the
LaserWiter is NOT correct, then a header file (Laser Prep) is added to

t he beginning of the print job that prepares the printer for the
forthcom ng print job.

However, when the printer is placed into the serial node, the dictionary
of definitions is NOT retai ned, and MUST BE APPENDED to the begi nni ng of
each print job. This is done by holding down the Conmmand and K keys when
printing the Maci ntosh docunent. The sane file may be generated without
t he header information by hol ding down the Comrand and F keys when
printing.

The only exception to this is if the Macintosh file was saved as a FULL
Post Scri pt format (perhaps froman application |ike Adobe Illustrator.)
In this case, because there are no abbreviations, there is no need to
downl oad a dictionary of definitions.
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