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WordStar and LaserWriter: Page Dimension Problems
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A user has an IBMPC with Local Talk PC Card and is runni ng WordSt ar
Professional 4.0. He wants to enulate an Epson printer using the
LaserWiter program wthout having to nodify existing docunments. He has
run up against four problens:

page width differences

page | ength differences
inability to print overstrikes
lack of a ".sr" dot command

He prints through the LaserWiter program using the WordStar option. The
results are not good. Text is cropped about 3/8 inch fromthe right edge of
page. Thus, nany lines |ose a few characters on right.

Second, the LaserWiter prints fewer lines per page than a dot-matrix
printer (like an Epson) does. Thus, for each |ogical page printed, he gets
one printed page full of text and a second page either blank or with a
single line of text at the top of the page.

The i nmproper cropping of text 3/8 inch fromthe right edge of the page
(causing some characters to be "lost" off of the side of the page) nmay be
caused by margin settings. Mre than likely, it is caused by switching font
sizes within the docunent.

For exanple, if a 10-point Courier is chosen and Bold text is selected, the
| arger bold text may run off the side of the page. This is because the
LaserWiter utility assumes that the 10-point Courier size is the size of
ALL text within the docunent and will not take into account a |arger text
size, whether frombolding or sinply using a different font size within the
docunent .

If aline of text is typed, but due to the size of the actual printed
text, it will not fit on the printed line, the rest of the characters
will be cut as they print off of the right side of the page. The
LaserWiter utility will position the text on the line and attenpt to
print it on the line in which the text appeared, regardl ess of whether
or not the text actually fits on the line when scaled to the user's
selected size. The only recourse is to lint the nunber of characters
for those lines where the problem appears or, if the entire docunent is



affected, to print with snaller text sizes.

Text cropped off of the bottomof the page is due to the sane reasons as
croppi ng |lines.

The LaserWiter program does not inplenent the WrdStar "overstrike"
conmand. This conmand, basically, puts a backspace in the text. Neither is
the ".sr" dot command present.
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