LaserWriter IINTX: RAM Allocation

This article last reviewed: 21 January 1991

How much RAM i s needed to get a second page buffer with | egal -size paper on
LaserWiter |INTX?
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Addi tional RAM does not provide space for a "second page buffer"” in the
LaserWiter IINTX. W found the follow ng information on page 122 of the
"LaserWiter |IINT/NTX Omer's CGuide" (ROMrevision 3.0 version):

Menory Upgrades

You can install up to 12MB of RAMin the LaserWiter IINTX. You can also
add a font expansion card. These menory upgrades are not possible on the
LaserWiter |1NT.

RAM upgrades for the LaserWiter |INTX provide the follow ng benefits:

e the ability to print very conplex docunents (graphics and CAD docunents,
for exanple) that might not print on printers with | ess nmenory

o faster performance on conpl ex documents

» faster perfornance when using downl oaded fonts

« faster performance when printing docunments that have been scal ed down
fromlarger originals (organization charts, maps, flow charts, for

exanpl e)

e The ability to increase the i mageabl e area of a docunent (you can use
nore of a sheet of |egal paper, for exanple)

Addi ng nore RAM provi des these benefits in three ways:

« More RAM all ows nore fonts to be downl oaded (sent over the network) to
the printer at any one tinme. The printer is less likely to need to
retrieve large font files over busy network cables, saving you tine and
i nproving the performance of the entire network.



More RAM increases the space available for font caching. Before the
LaserWiter IINTX can print, it converts the PostScript outline fonts
into bitmaps, which it stores (caches) in RAM Wen the demand for RAM
exceeds the supply, the printer discards the |less recently used bitmaps
in favor of the newer ones. Wen the discarded bitmaps are needed again,
the printer nmust rebuild them Wth additional RAM the printer wll
need to rebuild bitmaps | ess often

Finally, nore RAM gives your printer nore space to store the cal cul ations
it uses to conpute |large or conplex page |layouts. This is why you can
print nmore conpl ex docunents and use a | arger inageable area when you
install nore RAM
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