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LaserWriter: Form feeds and blank pages

This article |last reviewed: 7 June 1985

In Diablo 630 Emul ation node, the LaserWiter prints a page under two
conditions: (1) when it reaches the end of a page, or (2) when it receives a
formfeed. The LaserWiter cannot detect the end of a docunent; it sinply
assunes that the docunment has come to an end when data stops arriving.

If the last page of a docunent isn't full and doesn't end with a formfeed, the
printer doesn't print it inmediately; instead, it waits for a printer timeout,
whi ch occurs (1) as soon as the next document arrives, or (2) after 30 seconds,
if no docunent arrives before that. You can avoid this delay by being carefu

to include a formfeed at the end of your docunment's |ast page.

During printing there is a step called data preparation. |In this step, the
Laserwriter determ nes how many pages it takes to print the docunment. There is
a possibility that one character, even a carriage return, will force the
generation of a blank page at the end of the docunment. Wth MacWite
docunents, the Laserwriter prints this |ast page first.
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