LaserWriter: Sharing a Hard Drive with a Macintosh (5/93)
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I'"ve used the LaserWiter utility software to format an Apple hard drive to

store fonts for a LaserWiter. |If | decide to use the same drive with a
Maci ntosh, will the conputer recognize the drive, or nmust | reinitialize
the drive first? In other words, does the LaserWiter utility format the

hard drive in a different way than the Maci nt osh does?

If the formatting is different, will formatting the drive for the Macintosh
(instead of using the LaserWiter Uility) allow the hard drive to be
attached to a LaserWiter (such that the LaserWiter recognizes it for
storing fonts)?

Wi ch LaserWiter, and which version of LaserWiter Uility, will allow a
hard drive to be recognized by both a Mcintosh computer and a LaserWiter?
Can the same results be expected if a third-party hard drive is used
(providing the hard drive functions on the Mcintosh and/or the
LaserWiter?
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The answer depends on which LaserWiter you're using.

LaserWiter NTX

The LaserWiter NIX uses the LaserWiter Font Uility to initialize drives
and downl oad fonts. This utility formats the disk(s) as one |ogical disk
device for the PostScript file system Because the LaserWiter NTX regards
all attached hard disks as a single logical unit, these drives are not
recogni zed by the Macintosh file system

LaserWiter IIf and Ilg, LaserWiter Pro Series

Begi nning with the LaserWiter IIf and Ilg, LaserWiter Utility (version
7.1 and later) took over the task of downl oading the fonts and initializing
the drives. Wth this utility, the drive is Macintosh (HFS) conpatible and
supports the PostScript file system The file system supported by the
LaserWiter IIf and Il1g, and the LaserWiter Pro series, is described in



sections 3.8.2 and 3.8.3 of the PostScript Language Reference Manua
(second edition), with the follow ng restrictions:

 Fil enanmes cannot begin or end with a slash, or contain adjacent slashes

(/1).
 Filenanmes nay not contain the colon character (:).

e There may not be nore than 31 non-slash characters between two sl ash
characters, and the total nunber of characters in the filename may not
exceed 255.

 Because the printer uses SCSI ID 6, it is not possible to use a disk
drive whose SCSI IDis also 6.

VWhile formatting the drive, the LaserWiter Uility does sonme additiona
functions. It nanes the drive "disk#" (where # is the drive's SCSI I1D) and
it creates a folder, at the root level, named "fonts". Although it is
possi ble to manually do these functions fromthe Mcintosh, it is nuch
sinpler and cleaner to let the UWility do the work.

Downl oadi ng fonts should be done only through the LaserWiter Uility. So
that the fonts are recogni zed on the PostScript file system the utility:

* Renpves the fonts fromtheir suitcases and places themin the "fonts"
fol der.

e Changes the file type and creator

* Renanmes the fonts (for exanple, "Courier (bold)" is renamed "Courier-
Bol d").

Non- Appl e Drives
If you are considering connecting non-Apple hard disks to your LaserWiter,
keep these points in nind

e The LaserWiter must be able to tell how nuch space is available on the
disk. This is not possible with sone hard di sks from manufacturers other

t han Appl e.

* Sone non-Appl e di sks have internal SCSI term nators. Since the
LaserWiter has an internal termnator, put any disk with an interna
term nator at the other end of the chain, and do not use an externa
term nator. There should be no nore than two terninators in any SCS
chai n.
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