LaserWriter [INTX: Space Amounts for an Attached Hard Drive

This article last reviewed: 8 Septenber 1989

This is a request for basic information about hard drives that are attached to
the LaserWiter IINTX. Specifically, | would Iike additional information on
the foll owi ng issues.

1) How can a person determ ne how much space is available on the drive? Let's
say | have 60 fonts downl oaded to the drive and would like to
check avail abl e space to determ ne how many additional fonts | can
downl oad. The "diskstatus" operator tells how many Kbytes are
avai |l abl e, but what about the ratio of cache versus font storage? 1Is it
with the "userdi skpercent" operator?

2) At what point does the systenmiprinter alert ne that the space
avail able on the drive will Iimt performance? Does it depend on the
rati o of font caching space versus font storage space, or an actua
total MB val ue of space that's avail abl e?

3) What affect does the anpbunt of free space have on the performance of the
LaserWiter speed?

DI SCUSSI ON = - - - = = = = = = s m e et e e

The following information was obtained fromthe LaserWiter Reference
Manual from Addi son-Wsl ey (I SBN 0-201-19258-6), Chapter 2 "Wrking Wth
Fonts", and the LaserWiter |INT/NTX Manual from Apple (030-3215-A),
Appendi x A "LaserWiter Il Upgrades”.

1) Initialization of a hard disk attached to a LaserWiter IINTX allocates
20% of the disk space to font storage and 80%to font caching. The
LaserWiter Font Utility informs the user how nuch space is avail able
for additional font storage. The "di skstatus" operator returns the
nunber of pages currently avail able and the nmaxi mum nunber of pages
avai | abl e (a page being 1024 characters). The operator
"userdi skpercent" returns the percentage of disk space allocated for
user files. The operator "setuserdi skpercent" allows setting the
percentage of space on the drive allotted for user files. This operator
al so renoves the | east recently used cached bitmaps fromthe disk file
systemuntil there is enough free space.



2)

3)

The Font Utility application issues the warning to the user when the
storage percentage is high enough to threaten font cachi ng perfornmance.
Since the LaserWiter IINTX automatically increases the storage
percentage as needed, this warning is probably related to the nunmber of
fonts on the disk versus the anbunt of cache space left on the disk.

As long as there is enough font cache space to create the needed bitmaps
for the downl oaded fonts on the hard disk, there should be no decrease
in throughput of the LaserWiter as avail able space on the hard disk
gets smaller. The warning fromthe Font Uility should be adequate.
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