LaserWriter IINTX: Attached Hard Disk Can Slow Printing Speed

This article last reviewed: 21 July 1989

| have heard from Adobe Technical Support that adding a hard disk to a
LaserWiter IINTX does NOT increase printing speed. Do we have any genera
or specific speed conparisons on the hard di sk and LaserWiter |INTX
configuration?
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Technically, adding a hard disk to a LaserWiter |INTX does sl ow down
printing. This is because when searching the font |ist (ROM and

di sk-based), the system searches the entire list (even though

the font nmay be in ROM and sends one packet for each and every font.
Further, the search continues through the Iist even after the desired font
is found. Engineering is aware of this and is planning to fix it in a
future revision.

VWhen printing using a font not contained in the LaserWiter Il ROM the
fastest printing is achieved once the font is held in the LaserWiter |l
RAM  Fonts downl coaded fromthe System Fol der result in the sl owest
printing. Printing with fonts stored on the hard disk falls somewhere

i n between.

Dependi ng on the context of your discussions with Adobe Technical Support,
their statenents could be accurate. Mst of the informati on we gathered in
previ ous discussions on this subject cane from Adobe engi neers.
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