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LaserWriter IIntx: Speed Up Printing with Font Caching
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Post Script printer fonts -- outline fonts -- are defined as nmathenatica
constructs that formthe outline of the character. Each font (for exanple:

Hel vetica 12 bold, Tinmes 18) mnust be converted into bitmaps before it can be
printed on the LaserWiter. The bitnmapped characters are stored (cached) in
RAM they will remain in RAMuntil the nenory space is required by other

bi t mapped fonts, or by other systemtasks. Each tinme a font that is no |onger
in the nenmory is required for a docunent, it nust be reconstructed.

You can decrease the need to rebuild font bitmaps on a LaserWiter Ilntx by
addi ng RAM and/ or attaching SCSI hard di sks. When additional fonts must be
downl oaded and cached, RAMis checked first for avail able caching space. If no
RAM i s avail able, and the existing cached fonts are not needed by the current
job, they will be replaced. If all RAM cached fonts are used in the present
print job, the new font will be cached in the space on the hard disk all ocated
for font-caching. This elimnates the need to reconstruct the bitmaps of those
fonts which woul d have been renpved if no hard di sk space were avail able, and
i f RAM cachi ng had exceeded its linits.
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