Bar Codes and Readers
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I am thinking of using bar codes for sone special inventory uses, but don't
know whi ch one to choose. Can you hel p?
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There are industry standards for bar coding. Virtually every nanufacturer of
conput ers and peripherals for instance has standardized on the Code 3-o0f-9
(Code 39) format. They have done so for a nunber of reasons. While nost bar
code formats are nunmeric only, Code 39 is an al phanuneric bar code consisting
of all uppercase al phas A through Z, nunerals O through 9, and a half dozen or
so punctuation nmarks. Code 39 is a variable-length bar code. Anywhere froma
single character to 30 or nore characters (space and scanni ng hardware
permtting) can be in a bar code.

Code 39 is in the public domain, which neans that progranmmers can freely
accommodate printing Code 39 in their prograns.

UPC is clearly the nost visible bar code in the US, and it is also the npst

usel ess to 98% of the population. It is a special-purpose bar code that is used
by manuf acturers whose products will be sold in retail stores with scanning
equi prent. This pretty much Iimtes UPC to supermarkets and sone record stores.
UPC is hard to print and there is no reason to do so. Mdst currently avail able
bar code scanners "autodi scrim nate" which nmeans they autonatically decode
several different bar code fornmats.
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