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Apple MIDI: How To Make It SMPTE Compatible

This article last reviewed: 9 Septenber 1988

The Apple M DI Interface does not transmt or receive the SMPTE (Soci ety of
Motion Picture and Tel evi sion Engi neers) Tinme Code data stream SMPTE Ti ne Code
is transmtted over separate cabling, nost often by way of 1/4-inch (sometines
RCA) pl ugs.

This type of connection is not supported on the Apple MDI Interface. A so, the
Apple M DI Interface would need a mcroprocessor to acconmodate SMPTE Ti ne
Code. The Apple M DI Interface does not contain a mcroprocessor.

Certain pieces of hardware can accept SMPTE Ti ne Code and, in turn, generate

M DI Tine Code (MIC). MIC is inbedded into the standard M DI data stream and
thus, can be transnitted via MDI cables. Should MIC be in the data stream
when arriving at the Apple MDlI Interface, MIC will be passed with no changes.
Prograns that understand MIC may then performtheir operations according to MIC
timng data.
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