Macintosh Keyboards: Enter Key Problems Are Key Code Difference

Article Created: 14 Novenber 1989
Article Last Reviewed: 15 July 1992
Article Last Updated: 15 July 1992

| am experiencing a problemwi th the Macintosh Portable. It seens that the
Enter key on my Macintosh Portable does not act |ike an Enter key on any of
our other keyboards.

I amusing term nal software that requires the Enter key. Under MacWite
Il1, the Enter key causes a page advance. Can you expl ain?
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The ASCI| code generated by the Enter key is $03, which is consistent with
all of Apple's keyboards that have Enter keys. The virtual key code,
however, is not the same on all Apple keyboards. Here is a list of
Maci nt osh keyboards and the virtual key codes their Enter keys return

Maci nt osh Keyboard Virtual Key Code
Maci nt osh 128K, 512K Keyboard $34
Maci nt osh 128K, 512K Nuneric Keypad $4C
Maci nt osh Pl us Keyboard $4C
Maci nt osh Standard Keyboard ( ADB) $4C
Maci nt osh Ext ended Keyboard ( ADB) $4C
Appl e Keyboard 1|1 $4C
Appl e Ext ended Keyboard |1 $4C
Maci nt osh Port abl e Keyboard $34
Maci nt osh Portabl e Numeri c Keypad $4C
Maci nt osh Power Book 100 Keyboard $34
Maci nt osh Power Book 140 and 170 Keyboard $34

The fact that the Enter key next to the Space bar on the Macintosh Portable
returns a virtual key code of $34 is nost likely the reason the ternina
software is having a probl em

These keys have different virtual key codes because it is possible to have
two different Enter keys with these keyboards. The authors of the termna



software are not taking into account the possibility of a different virtua
key code for the Enter key -- they are looking at the ASCI| code of the key
bei ng pressed.
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