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What can you tell me about various optical-disk drives for the Mcintosh
I1? Do you have any tips on evaluating various nodel s? And what about an
Et hernet connection for the drive?
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There are two types of read/wite optical disks avail able: non-erasable and
erasable. Mst workstation users are interested in the erasable type of
optical disk, and so will the rest of this article.

Anot her issue to be aware of is average seek tine or access tine. Different
manuf acturers rate this according to two different methods: the average seek
time and the average access tine.

Seek tine is the amobunt of tinme required to nove the |aser beamto a
particular | ocation on the optical disk. Access tinme is a conbination

of seek time,latency tinme, and SCSI overhead time. Wen conparing the

di fferent systenms, be sure that seek tinmes are conpared to seek times and
access tines are conpared to access tines. Do not conpare seek times, to
access times or vice versa.

Bot h access and seek tines are averages due to the variable distances travel ed
by the read/wite head. A seek tinme fromtrack 1 to track 12 will be nuch
less than a seek tinme fromtrack 1 and track 121. Seek tinmes nmay be vary
from21 to 75ms. The tines show an average of these two nunbers.

The one neasure of performance that nmay provide a nore appropriate feel for
the actual performance of a storage device (like a floppy disk, hard disk, or
optical disk) is the transfer rate. When |oading data froman optical drive,
the optical drive feels nore like a floppy drive than |like a hard drive,

al t hough speed continues to inprove very quickly. W have been unable to

| ocate transfer rates for the listed optical drives.

Appl e's Macintosh Il EtherTalk Interface Card provides the Ethernet connection
you need. In addition, there are a variety of third-party Ethernet cards



avai | abl e.

Here is a |list of vendors and (where appropriate) their optical drive foll ows.
For nmore details, search the Tech Info Library under the nanes of vendors that
i nterest you.

Peri pheral Land Incor porated
Infinity Optical D sk

73 nms average access

Sony engi ne

(cartridges are readabl e by Pinnacle)

Pi nnacle Mcro, Inc.

REO- 650

REO- 1300

70 nms average seek

Sony engi ne

(cartridges are readabl e by Peripheral Land)

Rel ax Technol ogy, Inc.
Optical 600 Plus

Ri coh engi ne

50 nms average seek

MACset ra Technol ogi es International, Inc.
Genesi s 6000

Ri coh engi ne

45 ns average seek

Racet Conmputers, Ltd.
Cosnos 600

Ri coh engi ne

71 nms average access

Sunmp Syst ens
RSSM660

Ri coh engi ne

50 s average seek

On Appl eLi nk, you can find contact information on a conpany nmentioned in this
article by clicking the "Library Index" button in the |ower-center of the Tech
Info Library search wi ndow, then opening the "Third Party Conpany Directory"
fol der.
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