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Accessing the infornmation on a CD-ROM volune isn't much different than
accessing the informati on on nost nagnetic di sks, whether the CD-ROM di scs
use HFS (Hierarchical File System) for Macintosh files, ProDOS
(Professional Disk Operating System) for Apple Il files, or the High

Sierra format for either system Cenerally, if you know how to work with
files and folders (subdirectories) on a hard disk, 3.5-inch disk, or
5.25-inch di sk, you know how to work with the files on a CD- ROM under these
format s.

High Sierra is a standard way of organizing the information on a CD- ROM
CD-ROM di scs that conformto the High Sierra standard can be accessed from
a variety of conputers. The discs need not be custom zed for each
different conputer's operating system You don't need to know anyt hi ng
about the High Sierra fornat to use High Sierra CD-ROM discs. You

conmuni cate with application prograns as you al ways have.

Li kewi se, your application sees the CD-ROM disc as any ot her di sk connected
to the system Al file I/Ocalls are standard Maci ntosh calls. Nothing
speci al needs to be done. For exanple, if, in your program you want to
read a file froma Hi gh Sierra, issue a Read conmmand.

Nevert hel ess, a custom search engine may be required if the file format is
uni que and cannot be accessed via another application (like M crosoft

Wrd opening a MacWite file). |If a custom search engi ne must be witten,
usi ng HyperCard mi ght be the npst el egant and expedi ent t ool

Note that there are two specifications of the High Sierra format, Hi gh
Sierra and | SO 9660. Both are standards that specify a hierarchical vol unme
and file structure for CD- ROM di scs.

The High Sierra standard cane about when a group of industry
representatives nmet at Del Webb's High Sierra Hotel and Casino in
Stateline, Nevada, in |late 1985 to cooperatively devel op a conmon | ogi ca
format for CD-ROM discs. The result of this series of nmeetings was a
standard known as the "High Sierra" standard. This standard is fully
specified in the May 28, 1986, "Wrking Paper for Information Processing--
Volume File Structure of Conpact Read Only Optical Discs for Infornmation

I nterchange." For obvious reasons, this is known as the "High Sierra
paper."



As is the case with all good standards, the world at |arge wanted to adopt
an equi val ent standard. The International Standards Organization (1SO has
nodi fied the High Sierra standard by running it through the |ISO

standardi zati on process. The result is a new international standard, "ISO
9660-- Volune and File Structure of CD-ROM for Information Interchange."”
This is known as the "I1SO 9660 Standard."

Al t hough nost existing CD-ROM discs are Hgh Sierra, 1SOis the wave of the
future, and nmost future discs will be 1SO Regardless, Apple's driver wll
enabl e you to read CD-ROM di scs pressed in either format, and wherever we
use the termH gh Sierra inthis article, we're referring to both the |ISO
9660 and Hi gh Sierra, except where explicitly stated differently.

Finally, and as with installing the System software, ALWAYS use the
Installer to install the CD-ROMdriver. Using the Installer on a Macintosh
installs five drivers, including the Apple CD-ROM | SO 9660, and Hi gh
Sierra drivers. Copying the Apple CD-ROMicon installs only that file. If
you did a "proper" install and cannot access a "H gh Sierra" disc, that

di sk m ght have been created early in the devel opnent of optical storage
CD- ROM t echnol ogy and probably didn't follow the standards as they now
read.
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