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This article discusses CD-ROM conpatibility with different operating
systens. The issue is very simlar to the use of data files in differing
operating systenms. That is, to work properly, the operating system needs
to understand the structure provided.

Qperating Systens

The Hi gh Sierra disk format was worked out by a diverse group of conputer
i ndustry comnpani es. The format was designed to have the | east inpact on
| argest nunber of operating environnments. However, sinply because the
standard exists, does not nean all environnments can mount High Sierra

CD- ROMS.

Each operating system publisher needs to adapt its environment so that its
CS understands the High Sierra structure. Apple did this with a Startup
Docurent which is placed in the System Fol der

The two conpanies, Online Conputer Library and SilverPlatter currently have
Ms- DOS versions of their search engines in production.

File Structure

Once the operating system understands the disk structure, the next issue is
understanding the file structure. If an ASCII text file is witten to a

Hi gh Sierra format CD-ROM any operating systemthat understands Hi gh
Sierra can read the text file directly.

However, when dealing with a large collection of information, an ASCI| text
file is not the nost efficient file structure for quickly retrieving
specific information. Most conpanies providing information on CD ROV
format, prefer their own file format, one with an i ndexi ng nethod for
subject matter. The software for reading a particular file format-indexing
nmet hod has becone known as the "search engi ne"

CD-ROM5 in UNI X and VM5

There are two issues involved with reading these particular CD-ROVs in UN X
and VMS. The first issue concerns the adoption of the operating systemto
all ow the mounting of a High Sierra volune. To our know edge, DEC has not



i mpl enented High Sierra drivers within VM5, There are too many versions of
UNI X in the world for blanket statements to be valid.

The next issue concerns individual conpanies creating the retrieval
software. Because access to the information provided by certain comnpanies
requires the conpany to wite the retrieval software, deciding if it is
reasonable to provide the software for VM5 and UNI X is a decision left to
t he conpani es t hensel ves.

One source that Apple is aware of concerning the latest information in
CD-ROM i ndustry follow is: Meckler Corp's "CD ROM Librarian”

For nmore details, search the Tech Info Library under "Meckler", "Online
Conputer Library", and "SilverPlatter".
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