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Mac OS 8: About OpenDoc Read Me
TOPI C

This article is the About OpenDoc Read Me file that comes with Mac OS 8.0.

DI SCUSSI ON

VWhat is OpenDoc?

OpenDoc is a new plug-in software architecture that lets you extend the
usef ul ness of your

applications by easily adding new functionality. OpenDoc uses software
conponents (called parts)

t hat can be dragged-and-dropped into docunents created by any QpenDoc- awar e
application. You

can conbine parts fromdifferent Mac OS software devel opers to add tabl es,
graphs, outlines, and

even live Internet resources into your docunents. Since OpenDoc is a
cross-platformtechnol ogy,

docunents created with QpenDoc can work across different conputer platforns,
i ncl udi ng Mac GS,

W ndows, UN X, and OS/ 2.

What does OpenDoc install?
Installing OpenDoc adds the following itenms to your computer:

OpenDoc system software (in the Extensions folder)
the Editors folder (in the System Fol der)
the Stationery folder (at the root I|evel of your hard disk)

OpenDoc system sof tware

After you install OpenDoc system software, your conputer is ready to use QpenDoc
parts and

OpenDoc-aware applications from popul ar Mac OS software devel opers.

The Editors fol der

When you install OpenDoc parts, the part editors are placed in the Editors
folder. Editors are |like

m ni -applications that handle different types of data, such as text, graphics,
or Internet information

Once an editor is installed, it works something like a systemextension: its
functionality is available

but you do not open or use the editor itself. To use an editor, you need to
locate the editor's

stationery (in the Stationery folder on the root |evel of your hard drive).



I mportant: All of your OpenDoc editors should be located in the Editors fol der
(inside the System
Fol der). Ot herw se, OpenDoc will not be able to locate the editors.

The Stationery folder

When you install an OpenDoc part, part stationery is placed in the Stationery
folder. You can either

doubl e-click an editor's stationery to create a new docunent with the editor or
drag the stationery

i nto anot her docurment to add the editor's functionality to any OQpenDoc- awar e
application or

docunent. OpenDoc stationery can be placed anywhere in your system You do not
have to | eave it

in the Stationery folder

Where can | get nore information?

For nore informati on about OpenDoc and devel opers who are produci ng
OpenDoc- awar e sof t ware,

| ook on the Wirld Wde Wb at http://opendoc. appl e. com
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