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This article describes desktop video termnol ogy, words "J" through
"M,
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Jitter

Smal | and rapid variations in a wave form due to nechani cal disturbances,
changes in the characteristics of components, supply voltages, inperfect
synchroni zing signals, circuits, etc.

Kel vin

Al so expressed as Kelvin or K, the unit of neasurenent of the tenperature
of light In color recording, light tenperature affects the col or val ues of
the lights and the scene that they illumnate.

Keyi ng

The process of replacing part of one television inmage with video from
anot her image. See chroma keying and insert keying.

Ki | ohertz (KHz)
One thousand hertz, or cycles per second. See Hertz.

LANC

A protocol defined by Sony which pernits the external control of video
devi ces and access to status information fromthe device. Also referred to
as Control-L. See VISCA, Vbox.

Legal signal
A video signal in which each conponent does not exceed the specified ganut
for the given format. Conpare valid signal

Li ght val ve projector
A video projector design with very high light output. An exanple of a
projector using this technology is the Talaria from General Electric.

Longi tudinal tine code (LTC)
Longitudinal tine code (LTC) is recorded as an audi o signal on the address
track or one of the audio tracks of a video tape. It nay al so be recorded



on a track of audio tape. LTC can be read at high tape shuttle speeds,
allowing time code readers to stay “in-sync” during rewind or fast forward.
Unfortunately, LTC cannot be read at very slow shuttle speeds (such as when
you are “crawl ing” the tape frane by frame) or in pause. See SMPTE tine
code, conpare vertical interval time code.

Loopi ng
A termindicating that a high impedance devi ce has been pernanently
connected in parallel to a video source.

LTC
See |l ongitudinal tine code.

Lum nance
The aspect of the video signal carrying infornation about the brightness of
an i nmage.

Maci nt osh vi deo

Typically refers to the signal produced by a Maci ntosh 8¢24 display card or
Quadra built-in video. Although several scan rates and resolutions are
supported, when connected to the 13" RG nonitor the display resolution is
640 x 480 pixels with a 67.7 Hz scan rate

Matte

(1) Afilmtermsonetimes used in video production work to denote a keyed
effect, an insert of video signal information keyed fromone source into a
second vi deo si gnal

(2) A opaque piece of art or a nodel that |eaves a sel ected area unexposed
to be filled on a subsequent pass or in conposite. Also referred to as a
nmask.

Mavi ca
The nane-brand of a popular still video canera sold by Sony, See stil
vi deo caneras.

Megahertz (MHz)
One milion hertz, or cycles per second. See Hertz.

Metal particle tape

Vi deotape using iron inits pure nmetallic form instead of as an oxide.

O fers inproved frequency response and wi der dynanic range than traditiona
oxi de formul ations.

M DI

Acronym for Musical Instrunent Digital Interface. A standard conmuni cati ons
protocol used by electronic nusic equi pnent all owi ng device control from
personal conmputers. M DI has noved into the audi o and video real mfor

m xi ng and editing.

M DI tine code
A time code systemallow ng tinmed device control through MDI protocols. It
has beconme nore inmportant in video post production as nore and nore people



are working with personal conputer based systens. Conpare SMPTE tine code.

Modul at e

To nodify or alter a signal so as to transmt information. For exanpl e,
conventional broadcast television transnmts the video i mage by nodul ati ng
the anplitude and frequency of a carrier signal. Conpare denodul ate.

Moi r é

Optical disturbance caused by interference of simlar frequencies. The wavy
ef fect produced by the convergence of lines. It usually appears as a
curving of the lines in the horizontal wedges of a test pattern. It is a
natural optical effect when converging lines in a television picture are
nearly parallel to the scanning Iines. Conpare aliasing.

Moni t or

A particular type of television that receives a conposite and/or comnmponent
vi deo signal (as opposed to an RF signal) directly froma VCR canera, or
separate TV tuner for high quality picture reproduction. Does not contain a
channel selector. Conpare television receiver

Monochr onme si gna
A single color video signal; usually a black and white signal or,
sometines, the lunmi nance portion of a conposite or conponent col or signal

Mot i on control photography

A system for using conputers to precisely control camera novenents so that
different elenents of a shot can later be conposited in a natural and

bel i evabl e way.

Mul ti scan
A termtaken by a particular nanufacturer often used to refer to any
nmul ti sync device. See multisync.

Mul tisync nonitors (and projectors)

Vi deo di spl ays which accept a wide variety of horizontal and vertica
timngs, fromNTSC to conputer video signals. Miltisync nonitors and
projectors will often automatically adjust to the appropriate timng. Since
the horizontal frequency range varies anong different nodels, product

speci fications should be checked to assure a nmonitor or projector wll
support the Maci ntosh connected to it.
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