Apple MIDI Interface: Maximum Connected MIDI Devices (9/96)
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What is the maxi num nunber of M D (Misical Instrunent Digital Interface)
devi ces that can be connected to a Macintosh using the Apple MDI interface?
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The Apple M DI Interface has one Qutput and one Input port. However, with these
ports the interface can conmunicate with 16 differerent M DI channels, which is
the standard established by the M DI Devel opers Associ ation

Al'l 16 channel s can be used by one M DI device, such as a keyboard synthesizer
or the channels can be split up anong several different M DI devices. You could
even have 16 di fferent devices each playing one part of a song, each part being
received on 1 channel. A common practice is for channel 10 to go to the device
that is going to play the drumparts and then the other 15 channels are used to
go to other M DI devices. One M DI device mght play the Piano sounds while
anot her one ni ght have that awesone bass sound that you gotta have.

The Apple M DI Interface only has one Input so it can only accept input from one
M DI device at a tine. To receive input fromtw sources at the same tinme using
the Apple M DI Interface, you would need to add a M DI nerge box (froma
third-party devel oper).

More conplicated MDI interfaces are available fromthird-party conpani es that
offer multiple Input and Qutput ports. If you have a nore involved setup that

i ncludes multiple input devices, such as keyboards, drumtriggers, MD guitars,
and so on, you should consider a nore conplicated MDI interface. The nultiple
Qutputs allows the nmusician to access 16 channels per output. If the MDI
interface has 8 outputs then data can be sent to 8x16 = 128 different M Dl
channel s.
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