Macintosh: Making Multicolored Silk Screen Masters

This article last reviewed: 22 May 1990

Do you know of a way to use a Maci ntosh, scanner and a LaserWiter to nake
silicon filmand, fromthis film make multi-colored silk prints?

| read about sonething like this; | believe that the "systen' was called
PENTAGRAPH. The article also stated that "CAD is a newconer to the silk print
i ndustry. "

Do you have any information on such a product?
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The only process that appears to be simlar to what you want is

called "silk-screening”. |If this is what you are |ooking for, part of
the solution is Mcintosh-based, and part of it is based on traditiona
sil k-screening techniques. Here is how silk-screening worKks:

Sil k-screening is a photographic process. A light-sensitive emulsion is

| ayered onto silk. This enulsion is exposed through an image on a film
positive, nmuch like creating an i mage on photographic print paper. Once
exposed and processed with photographic-type chemcals, the silk lets ink to
pass t hrough unexposed areas and bl ocks the passage of the ink exposed

areas. Any naterial placed under this processed silk screen receives the ink
t hat passes through. This |eaves an inage on the material under the silk
screen. This is the portion of the process that is based on traditiona

sil k-screening met hods. A graphics supply house should be able to provide al
the tools and naterials required for this phase of the operation

The Maci ntosh can be used to create the filmpositive, which replaces the usua
phot ographic filmpositive. Any software that prints to the

LaserWiter can be used to create this inmage, including graphics and CAD
software. Once the image is created, printing an i mage on transparencies

provi des the equivalent of the filmpositive. You will, however, be limted to
the size of transparencies that fit into the LaserWiter.

To create multiple colors, use one transparency for each color. This requires
sone type of color separation capability: either direct color separation in
the application, or an application that provides several |ayers of images--one



| ayer for each separate color
Copyri ght 1990 Appl e Conputer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11: 05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 5562



