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This article describes sone of the best uses for QuickTine software, and
what nmakes it unique anmong software commonly used today.
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CGeneral Uses

Qui ckTi ne extends the existing Maci ntosh architecture, adding tine and
noverment to the Maci ntosh environnent and nmaeki ng docunents dynanmic. Wth

the new "novi e" data type, QickTinme will nmake tine-based data -- |ike
video clips, animated charts and presentations, and data sequences from |l ab
instruments -- as conmonpl ace as graphics are today.

Qui ckTine is a piece of Maci ntosh system software. QuickTine 1.0 will work
on all 68020-based and hi gher Maci ntosh col or-capabl e conputers. It needs
at least 2MB of nmenory and prefers System6.0.7 or 7.0.

Qui ckTi me of fers dynami c docunments that users can annotate with video
ani mati on, sound, and high-quality still imges. Here are sone exanpl es of
how Qui ckTi me can enhance new products:

- Add Qui ckTine novies to business/scientific/engineering prograns for
dynam c vi sual display of data

- Through supplied XCVDs, add novies and conpressed still images to
HyperCard stacks with just a few lines of script.

- Create QuickTinme-related products (for exanple, still-inmage and novie
digitizers), that won't becone obsol ete because of future changes in
Qui ckTinme or associ ated hardware or software.

- Use PICTs containing QuickTi ne-conpressed pi xmaps (still inmages)
in programs, know ng that your prograns or any others running wth
Qui ckTine present can read themas nornal PICTs. This works even with a
program t hat knows not hing of QuickTime; when the program asks for a



PI CT, QuickTinme automatically deconpresses the pixmap and hands it back

- Display four-dinensional graphs and charts, the fourth di nensi on bei ng
t he passage of tine.

- Use QuickTinme as a "pencil sketch" for higher-quality video
mani pul ation and then produce high-quality output (which usually takes
a lot of time) once the design is final

- Store-and-forward vi deo nmessage systens.

- Use it in ganes and educational prograns that use |large anounts of
ani mati on and vi deo.

Wy Qui ckTine Is Different

Qui ckTinme offers several tools for adding video, animation, sound, and
other tinme-based data to applications. QuickTinme also ensures that

devel opers can create code and data for it now, and not have to scrap the
wor k when Qui ckTi ne takes advantage of new technol ogy | ater.

Appl e engi neers desi gned Qui ckTinme to neet the Macintosh conmputer future
needs. In particular, the Conponent Manager enables your programto choose
needed services in an inplenentation-i ndependent way. For exanple, you can
wite a QuickTime programto use the best inmage conpression to which it has
access. Today it can get the job done with one of Apple's software-only
conpressi on conponents. Later, you can to put in a third-party hardware-
conpression card, and the programw || be able to make use of it, even

t hough the programwas witten before the conpression card was designed.

Appl e made the specification of the QuickTinme novie file format public.
Appl e is publishing the format and working closely with devel opers in the
hope that the QuickTime novie format will becone an industryw de standard
for tine-based data for the Maci ntosh and ot her conputer platforns.

Wth Qui ckTime, you can achieve inpressive results with very little work.

It takes (according to one of the sanple prograns on AppleLink) |ess than
two pages of code to give a program s docunents the ability to play

Qui ckTine novie files. Several devel opers report addi ng novie playback to
their programs in less than three days. Apple strongly recomends that you
i npl enent this capability. Here's a good rule of thunmb: If your program
uses PICTs, it should support QuickTinme novies to the same degree.

Medi a I ntegration

Expect to see QuickTinme everywhere -- in word processors, accounting

sof tware, games, and CAD software. QuickTinme is not nultinedia that users
will see only in corporate presentations (although they will see it there
as well). QuickTine is everyday nmedia integration

Qui ckTine allows many (and, in the future, nost) Macintosh users to watch
and edit existing QuickTine novies w thout buying extra equipnment. (Wth
the right software, you will be able to create novies from spreadsheets,



ani mati on applications, and other progranms. However, you will need extra
hardware to create new video footage.) The nost inportant thing to
remenber is this: Even though the average Maci ntosh nay not be able to
create new video footage, it will always be able to play it.
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