QuickTime MPEG Extension: Read M e Document (2/97)

Article Created: 26 February 1997

This article contains the ReadMe docunent included with the Qui ckTi mre MPEG
ext ensi on.
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I ntroduction

The Qui ckTi ne MPEG extension works directly with QuickTine to provide conplete
pl ayback and control of MPEG novies. After you've installed the extension, each
time you open an MPEG novie, QuickTinme autonmatically inports the content of the
MPEG novie into a QuickTinme novie as a single MPEG track. The MPEG track
contains the video and audio streans of the MPEG novi e.

Not e:
The Qui ckTi nme MPEG extensi on does not contain a conpressor conponent. You cannot
use the QuickTi ne MPEG extension to conpress a QuickTine novie to an MPEG file.

System Requi renent s

To install and use the QuickTi ne MPEG extension, you nust have the follow ng:

e« A Power Maci ntosh conputer

e QuickTine 2.5 or later (available at http://quicktinme.apple.comsw )
 Approximtely 2.5 negabytes (MB) of free nenory per MPEG bitstream (for
opti mal pl ayback)

Installing the Software

The Qui ckTinme MPEG Installer places the QuickTi me MPEG extension in your System
Folder. It also installs the MviePlayer application in a new QuickTime fol der
on your local hard disk. The Movi ePl ayer application can be used to play

Qui ckTinme content as well as MPEG files. The Installer also installs Thread
Manager 2.1.5. This version of the Thread Manager is required to use the



Qui ckTi e MPEG Ext ensi on.
To install the software, follow these steps:

1. Double-click the Installer icon to open it.

Read t he nmessage that appears, then click Continue.

3. In the window that appears, read the software |icense agreenent, then
click Agree.

4. In the dialog box that appears, nake sure Easy Install is selected in
t he pop-up nenu. Then click Install

N

Note that by installing the software, you accept the terns of the
i cense agreenent.

5. Wien the installation is conplete, click Restart.

Usi ng the Software

e Pl ayback perfornmance depends on your nodel of conmputer. A Power Macintosh
7100/ 80nz/ 601 gets approximately 10-12 fps at a w ndow size of 320 x 240, while
a Power Macintosh 8500/ 120MHz/ 604 gets approximately 24 fps at a wi ndow si ze of
320 x 240

 For best perfornmance, make sure your sound is set to 44.1 kHz, 16-bit stereo
and your video nonitor is set to 256 or thousands of colors. Turn virtual menory
and RAM Doubl er off.

» Sone MPEG files are encoded at 15 or at 7.5 fps instead of the normal 30. If
your file appears to be playing nuch too fast, renane the file ".m5" and/or
".n75" and see if either of those speeds |ooks correct. For exanple, rename the
file "novie.npg" to "novie.nl5" or "novie.nv5. "

e After you've installed the QuickTi mne MPEG extension, you can use the QuickTi ne
Plug-1n v1.1 (available at http://quicktine.apple.conisw ) to play back MPEG
novi es within your Web browser application (such as Netscape Navigator).

e Blacklining is intentional. Wth |arge w ndow si zes, blacklining saves CPU
cycles. If you want to turn blacklining off, enable High Quality node. Wile
you're playing a novie in MyviePlayer, choose Get Info fromthe Myvie nenu.
Choose the MPEG track fromthe left pop-up nenu. Choose High Quality fromthe
ri ght pop-up menu and cl ose the Info wi ndow. Bl acklining should now be turned
of f.

 The QuickTi me MPEG extension only supports layer Il audio streans.

* To play a .DAT file froma CDi or a Video CD, you nust open the file from

wi t hin Movi ePl ayer by choosing Open fromthe File menu. Dragging and dropping
the file onto your hard drive or onto the MyviePlayer icon will result in an

error. Double-clicking the file will also result in an error

« If you have a MPEG hardware decoder card you must renove the QuickTi mre MPEG



Ext ensi on from your Extensions folder to use your card. The QuickTi ne MPEG
Extension will disable your card while it is in your Extensions folder.

* You can find the latest versions of the QuickTi ne MPEG ext ensi on and ot her
Qui ckTinme software at the QuickTinme (WMWY Software site, |ocated at the
foll owi ng address: http://quicktinme.apple.com sw

Known Pr obl ens

* Non-Apple CD drivers may have problens reading CDi and Video CD discs. W are
working with third-party CD-ROM vendors to solve this problem

e CD and Video CDs with dual audio tracks encoded in the separate stereo
channel s may play one track out of each speaker. We are working to fix this
problemin a future rel ease. Please use the MyviePlayer Get Info (Conmand-1)
option to access the MPEG track. Choose Vol ume, and adjust the pan control all
the way to the left or the right.

e ClarisWrks' Text Preview extension (installed by CarisWrks 3.0 and 4.0)
interferes with the MPEG file preview Wen you open an MPEG file, the Open
di al og box displays text synbols rather than a nmovie clip in the preview

wi ndow.

e Use Save As, not Save, when you are saving changes to a raw MPEG bitstream
from Movi ePl ayer. Using Save results in an error nessage.

 Apple Video Player does not play the sound in an MPEG novie (sound only or
vi deo- and- sound) .

e The MPEG version of Return To Zork does not play properly with the QuickTine
MPEG extension. This title's MPEG novies are tuned to specifics of a hardware
deconpressor.

» The Perfornma 6205CD may hang when playing long (CD or Video CD) novies. W
are working to solve this problem

e Sone third-party audio boards interfere with synchronization. If you are
havi ng synchroni zati on probl enms and have your sound output from a device other
than the internal sound out, try changing to the internal sound device.

» Video CDs with audio tracks are encoded in such a way that the Audio CD Access
ext ensi on prevents you from seeing the MPEG novi es. Renobve the Audi o CD Access

extension, restart your conputer, and you should be able to see the MPEG novi es
on such a disc.
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