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IO & O T R
I"musing SNAsps 3270 1.1.1. |'mconnecting to an |BM nainfranme and
attenpting to download a TSOfile. | select Receive File option and begin

typing in the Host File name. The file nane is 'G.. P. C00. STOREXTC(0)'. SNAsps
wi Il not accept this name and gives an error saying "Host filenanme - first
character must be a letter”.

| experinented and found that if | specifies a filenane w thout any parenthesis
characters, it works OK.  The (0) is a Generation Data Group used to docunent
various generations of a particular file. | can work around this problemfor
now, but it will become a record keepi ng probl em before |ong.

Are there any alternatives that will allow SNA*ps to accept the
par ent hesi s?

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = x ot o m ot e d il

SNAs ps does support the use of parentheses in the file nane for a Receive
or a Send file. However, SNA*ps is only expecting a Menber Nane to be
specified within the parentheses; it is not prepared to deal with
generation datasets.

In actuality, SNA*ps is not correctly reporting the error here. Because
SNAs ps expects the value within the parentheses to be a Menber name (that
is, to be a nenber within a library) it is checking for the proper fornmat
for a nenber nanme. Menber nanes nust begin with a character -- this is a
TSO constraint. It would have been clearer if they reported "Mnber nane -
first character nust be a letter"

In this case however, the user is using the valid format for accessing a
different type of dataset. Generation datasets are not libraries, but are
singl e datasets which allow nultiple occurrences of the sane dataset name
by using a nunber at the end to nake each uni que.

The accepted nmethod for referencing the | atest version of the dataset is



(0), but there is also the long formwhich specifies the exact dataset nane
(sonmet hing |ike @G102V00). W can certainly synpathize with their not
wanting to have to find out the exact nunber each tine and type that in.

W will report this as a error to the SNAsps engi neering group.
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