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The Power Book 280/ 280c conputers are having problens with the persistent RAM

di sk feature under System 7.5. \When shutting down after booting fromthe RAM

di sk as the startup vol ume, other Power Book conputers will shut down gracefully,
witing the contents of the RAMdisk to a Persistent RAMDisk file in the System

Fol der. The 280c shows an error nessage saying "error witing to persistent RAM
disk file."

Dl SCUSSI ON = - - - - mm o oo oo e oo oo

| was able to easily reproduce this problem | did some investigating into the
code and found out that the problemis apparently a bug in Assistant Tool box

version 1. 2.

| reinstalled a ninimal 7.5 systemon the RAM di sk, | oaded MacsBug, and
restarted with the RAMdisk. | then set a break point on call to create and cal

to wite

. It turns out that when the procedure to create the file that hol ds

the contents of the RAMdisk is generating an error that is causing the dialog

When t he

call gets nade to 'create' the file, it first tries to create the

Assi stant Tool box and then creates the file. Since the Assistant Tool box
al ready exists, an error (-48) is returned to the routine. Wat is happening
is that when the procedure encounters the error, it quits and di splays the error

di al og.

It should not work this way.

| then decided to try the same procedure, but with Assistant Tool box 1.1. |

r epeat ed
I was su

all the steps, tracing the procedure with MacsBug. However, this tine
ccessful in creating the Persistent RAMdisk file. It turns out that

the sane error is generated but the procedure handles the error and creates the

file.

There is
testing

that it

Tool box,
di sk.

a workaround to this problem by using Assistant Toolbox 1.1. In ny
| was successful in creating the Persistent Ramdisk file. | understand
is an extra step to install a different version of the Assistant

but it does solve the problemfor those users that need to use a RAM
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