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This is what happened when using Apple File Exchange (v1.1.4) under System
6.0.7 to transfer an MsS-DOS PowerPoint file to the Macintosh:

- INPUT Located on a VAXshare File Server (PATHWORKS 1.1 server)
The transl ator uses Default file transfer, even when we choose the DOS
Power Poi nt -t o- Mac option. The resulting OUTPUT file on the Macintosh is
a TeachText file, rather than a PowerPoint file, and is conpletely
unusabl e.

- INPUT File Transferred fromthe PC to the Maci ntosh via Floppy D sk
If we use the sane file and the sane operations are executed in Apple
Fil e Exchange, then the application correctly uses the DOS Power Point-to-
Mac translator. The resulting OQUTPUT file is a Maci ntosh Power Poi nt
file, and PowerPoint can open it on the Macintosh.

The only difference in the two scenarios is that in the first, the file to
be translated is pulled down froma server, while in the second, the file
is located on an floppy disk in the Macintosh drive.

I's there an explanation for this behavior, and is there any known fix?
Dl SCUSSI ON - - - - - - - oo oo oo oo oo oo oo oo oo

The Maci ntosh Finder uses File Creator and Type to |l ocate and work with a
file. The file Creator hel ps the Finder determ ne what application to use
when you doubl e-click a docunment. The file Type depends upon the
application, and helps the Creator determne what file format to use. A
file created by a VM5 or DOS user doesn't initially have a Creator and Type
assi gnment .

VAXshare software assigns file Creator and Type attributes to files that
weren't created on the Maci ntosh conputer.

The MSASROOT: [ MSA] MSAFS$FI LE_TYPES. DAT file controls file creator and type
assignment. A file that doesn't have a creator and type is conpared with



MBAF$FI LE_TYPES. DAT entries. VAXshare software assigns the creator and
type according to the first match it encounters.

VAXshare software checks for Creator and Type whenever:

- Avolunme is mounted and the verification level is specified as FULL or
PARTI AL.

- A volune is enunerated (enuneration occurs, for exanple, whenever a
VAXshare file server is required to display a directory, or the Micintosh
user opens a w ndow).

You need to edit the MSAF$FI LE TYPES. DAT file and add a new file Creator

and Type for PowerPoint. You will find the entries in this file; follow
the fornmat:

For mat Attr Semantic . Ext Cr eat or Type Trans
For your Power Point docunent, it might ook |ike this:
* * * . PPT PPNT SLDS none

(You can call the .Ext of .PPT anything you want; just renenber to add a
. PPT to your DOS Power Poi nt docunment nane.)

After you nake changes to the NMSAF$FILE TYPES. DAT file, stop the file
server and restart it for the changes to take effect.

$ ADM N MSA STOP FI LE_SERVER
$ ADM N MSA START FI LE_SERVER
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