LW Pro 810: Description of Virtual Printer (10/93)
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This article provides a description of the LaserWiter Pro 810's Virtua
Printer Technol ogy.
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Virtual Printer technol ogy enabl es one physical printer to provide

Post Scri pt and Printer Control Language (PCL) print service, and other
custom services to network users. The adm nistrator can set up a variety of
"Virtual Printers"—all with their own specific network addresses—for a
singl e physical Neptune printer. One virtual printer mght default to

| andscape format, while another may be set up to print |edger or froma
cassette | oaded with executive stationery. There could be different
"Virtual Printers" set up for each dpi resolution. In Macintosh-only
environnents, that may be the nobst prevalent use of Virtual Printer
technol ogy, useful for draft printing and final printing with no set-up
changes. But, in mixed environnents, there are lots of uses for this
technol ogy, saving users many steps of set-up for every print job.

Wth regard to enulation switching, Virtual Printer technol ogy perforns
switching in a manner totally transparent to any user on the network. A
LaserWiter Pro 810 responds to data addresses of specific Maci ntosh, UN X
or DOS PC s set up on the network and sw tches nodes back and forth
according to the data or |P address of the PC sending the print nmessage.
DOS files needing PCL node will send their print nessages to one "Virtua
Printer" and PostScript files sent by Mcintoshes or Wndows PC s woul d be
sent to a different "Virtual Printer"” on the network. Both "Virtua
Printers" in fact are the sane Neptune printer printing to paper, but the
printer never had to guess if the file was PostScript or PCL.

The ability to sort the data streans fl awl essl y—hot having to attenpt to
read the application file header, as other sensing technol ogi es do, and
rely on uncertain code inplenentation to identify whether or not its
Post Scri pt —+s a technol ogical strength of the Neptune printers using
Virtual Printer technology doesn't have to rely on guess-work. The data
sinmply streanms through the network according to the Virtual Printers
configuration provided by the network adm nistrator

The encl osed binary file is an illustrated network of how Maci nt oshes and



PC s would utilize the Virtual Printer technology to print docunents of
both DOS PCL origin and Mac or W ndows Post Scri pt.

We can attach a binary file only to an AppleLink version of this article.
If you are accessing this article outside of AppleLink, and you want to
downl oad the extension, follow these steps:

1) In ApplelLink, open the Tech Info Library.

2) Search for this article.

3) Open the article and click "Downl oad".
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