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What are the reasons for installing a WS/ VTAM DAL server or a MVS/ TSO
DAL server?
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TSO Server

The DAL TSO Server is a single-threaded server. Each TSO user has a copy

of the server running in his TSO address space. Each DAL user nust have a
TSO I D, and nmust be able to access TSO, at least in native node, to be able
to run the server.

Sone sites have insisted on running the server under |SPF under TSO. (I SPF
is the feature of TSO which presents the terninal in formatted, full-screen
node rather than single-line conmand node.) It's possible to run DAL under

| SPF, but the overhead is even greater and | SPF can be nore sensitive to
the server, sonetinmes resulting in | ess consistent server stability.
Runni ng under | SPF shoul d be di scouraged.

The overhead of TSO itself is significant. When you multiply 602K (at a
m ni mum) used by each server tines the nunber of users active, it can
result in quite a burden on an WS environnent.

If the environment can stand the overhead, there is an advantage to each
user acting alone. They can't harm each other regardl ess of what they do,
short of putting their server in a loop. This could affect the entire
system but isn't an easy thing to do. The TSO server has been avail abl e
since March 1990 and is quite popular with many sites as it is

a very stable environment.

VTAM Ser ver

The VTAM server is a single server which allows nultiple users to access
it at one tinme. This server runs as a batch job (or a started task), and
t heref ore doesn't have the overhead of TSO It also offers a single job



for the systens progranmers to track and eval uate resource usage. The
server cones with a nonitor programto allow the systens programrer or DBA
to keep an eye on the server and the users.

The server is limted in the nunber of concurrent users supported, by the
size of the region in which it is running. However, it is very easy to have
mul tiple servers running when there are a |larger nunber of concurrent

users. The VTAM server al so supports APPC connections, which is nmuch faster
than the 3270 connecti ons.
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