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| woul d appreciate sone clarification about the requirenments and
configurations about the new Apple Wrkgroup Server (AWS) 95 and the
di fferences between the Database and the File/Print server configurations.

Qur sales teamhas a AW5 95, with File and Print Services, with 16MB RAM
and a 500MB Di sk that we use for denps and custoner evaluations. Custoners
have been very positive in their acceptance. Now we want to denonstrate
dat abase perfornmance. The |ocal Oracle people have been cooperative in
assuring that the software will be nade available. M question is, what
can | expect to happen when | try to install and operate Oracle software on
a File/Print server. WII it operate at |ess than optinmm performance?
WIl it refuse to load or execute? | amtrying to build a case for the
sales teamto purchase a real database server but they are asking sone
real - cust omer concern questions.

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = x w o m ot o md e

You can configure the AWs5 95 to run both File/Print and Database services
on the same conputer. W don't offer this configuration because it's not
optimal, and the product is being positioned first and forenpst as a

stand alone File/Print Server, Database Server, or an Application Server
The penalty is a hit on performance. Under some conditions, with |arge
nunbers of concurrent database and File/Print users, you sinply run out of
CPU power. W haven't found where anyone has done an anal ysis on where or
when you' Il reach the point of degraded performance, but it's reasonable to
say the server could support 20 to 30 users doing both database and
filelprint services.

We did conduct a performance anal ysis using the server in the dual node
configuration. W ran our performance tools against an AWS 95 confi gured
as a File/Print Server with both Appl eShare and Oracle running and
configured. |In each case the performance of the prinmary environnent was
degraded significantly. The resulting speeds were only 60% of the sane
configuration running stand al one. W have tested the conbi ned operations



wel | enough to be confident that there are no technical problems preventing
custoners from conbi ni ng usage, but performance takes a hit and we are
posi tioning the Appl eShare Pro product as a performance enhanced version

If you do want to configure the server to support both services you shoul d
choose the File/Print Server configuration. You should also ensure that
the server is configured with the 512K L2 cache. This configuration

al t hough not optinmal, will allow you to get the best perfornance possible
for both File/Print and Database applications. The real difference between
the two configurations are the kernel buffers. Because the File/Print
Server kernel has nmore buffers it is the best choice for a dua

envi ronnent .

For deno purposes we see no problemin using a single machine. Since
you'll only be using the server to denb the functionality of the system and
won't have nultiple users connected you should see optinmal performance in
both environnments. W are less confortable in offering this type of
configuration to a customer, but depending on their needs and usage
patterns it may of fer acceptabl e performance.
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