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| have a TCP/IP network and would |ike to know how many | P tunnels can the
Appl e Internet Router 3.0 support running froma central Macintosh Centris
650.

So far | have tried 3 tunnels running at a low 9.6 kbps speed wi t hout any
problems. What is the practical and design limts?

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = 2 @ xf st o et el

As part of the test cycle the QA teamused a router configured with 4MB and
made over 700 concurrent IP tunneled links to that router. This testing
was purely | ooking at whether this many connections were possible and did
not | ook at whether or not this was a practical lint. The fact is you

wi || probably hinder router perfornmance before you get close to the limt
of I P tunnels that can be supported.

Unfortunately no guidelines exist for the practical limts for the Apple
Internet Router IP tunnels. Several factors could change the nunber of IP
tunnel s that would be usable on an individual router such as, genera

usage, nmachine type, network interface, and so on would all have an effect
on the total nunber of usable tunnels. In testing we did run a stress test
of 30 routers all connected on the tunnel. This should give you sone idea
that the router is at |east capable of servicing nunerous connections. One
additional issue to keep in nmind is that perfornmance can vary dependi ng on
the features being used on the tunnel. dustering and renapping do not
cone free, these features can be quite taxing on the routers perfornance,
that is, detrinental to the point that if a router has multiple tunnel ed
connections you should attenpt to limt clustering and/or remapping to a
single tunnel. Again, this could al so be dependent on the computer being
used as wel | .

One thing that you should keep in nmind is that the Apple Internet Router
3.0 is not an industrial strength router and is not nmeant to conpete with
dedi cat ed router manufacturers.
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