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Macintosh: How To Use AFE To Import ProDOS PFS File Data
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A good way to nove data fromthe ProDOS version of PFS File to a Macintosh is
to follow three steps:

1) Issue the PFS File "Copy Forns" comrand (explained in Chapter 9 of the PFS
File manual) to print the file to disk as a ProDCS "delinmited text" file.

2) Read this ProDOS text file into Appl eWorKks.

3) Print the file to disk to create a text file that he can inport into the
Maci ntosh. The resulting file is a true "TXT"-type file.

Sone people want to use the PFS File "Copy Forns" command (expl ained in Chapter
9 of the PFS File manual) in a one-step operation. The problemwith this is
that Copy Fornms does not create TXT-type file, but rather a "delinted text"
file. Apple File Exchange does not see such a file as a text file and
translates it as "default" node. The additional step (moving the file into and
out of Appl ewrks) changes the file to a true TXT-type file that AFE can
acconodat e

Appl e File Exchange acconplishes file translation using scripts. You can wite
a script that accommpdates the file type that has been assigned to the PFS
File. To inmplenent the translator, programrming in the AFE environnment is
required (see "Apple File Exchange Techni cal Reference Package v1.1",

avai |l abl e from APDA) .

Sof tware Publishing Corporation, publishers of the PFS series, reconmends

that the custoner print the docunent to a disk. This assigns a TXT type to the
printed docunment. However, this method wites the file in the screen | ayout
format or a mailing |abel layout format. It does not autonatically separate
the fields or the records as the nethod descri bed here does. For nore

i nfornation, search on "Software Publishing Corporation”

You can al so change the file type with a file editor. However, this nethod is

nore technical and riskier than using the Appl eWrks nethod.
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