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Overvi ew

Appl e File Exchange (AFE) is an application that |lets users:

- copy files and directories fromone file systemto another
- convert files fromone file format to anot her
- transliterate the characters in a file fromone character set to another

AFE copies files anong three file systens: Macintosh, ProDOS, and Ms-DOS

System Requi renent s

Appl e File Exchange runs on any Maci ntosh that supports doubl e-sided disks. If
you want to use Apple File Exchange to read and wite MS-DOS di sks, your
Maci nt osh nust have a SuperDrive install ed.

Appl e File Exchange is not conpatible with any operating system beyond System
7.1. You should use PC Exchange to get the sanme file translation capabilities in
operating systens after System 7. 1.

Advant ages of Apple File Exchange

For developers witing translation routines, AFE has inportant advantages
over other file conversion utilities:

It perforns batch translation of dissimlar files. Files of different
types can be translated in a single operation

- It can nmove files between Maci ntosh di sks, 800K ProDOS di sks, and
5.25-inch M5-DOS di sks.

- It is generally avail able.

- It provides a consistent, easy-to-use human interface for all translations.

It provides a framework that allows quick devel opnment of new translation
routines. Apple File Exchange handl es the user interface and provides
file systemcalls that are the sanme for all file systens. This frees
devel opers to concentrate on actual file conversion



Transl ators

A translator is a routine invoked by AFE when it copies a file. These
routines are used to convert a file fromone format to another. As part of
translation, translators may also transliterate a file -- that is,

convert the printable characters in the file to the equival ent characters
in anot her character set.

Al t hough AFE includes several built-in translators, nost translators are
produced by independent software publishers. The built-in translators
perform a nunber of fundanmental translations, such as converting text
files fromone file systemto equivalent text files on another. Al other
translations are perforned by translators that are separate from AFE

Al translators, with the exception of the fundamental translators built
into AFE, are kept in translator files in the Apple File Exchange fol der

Tr ansl at or Menus

Transl ations are perforned using selection nenus, or translator nenus.

Transl ator nenus are the AFE nmenus that display currently avail able
translators. Depending on the disks currently sel ected, AFE displays either
one or two translator nenus:

- If the file systenms of both the source and destination disks are the
same, there is only one translator nenu. The Mac-to-Mac nmenu i s an
exanpl e.

- If the file systens of the source and destination disks are different,

there are two translator nenus. One menu contains translators that handle
translations fromthe first file systemto the second (for exanple, Mac to
ProDOS), while the other menu contains translators that handle translations
in the opposite direction (for exanple, ProDOS to Mac).

Active and | nactive Transl ators

The transl ators shown in translator nenus are either active or inactive.

- Active translators are those that Apple File Exchange will attenpt to use
when translating a file.

- Inactive translators are those that Apple File Exchange will not attenpt
to use when translating a file.

Users activate and deactivate translators by selecting their names in the
nmenu. Selecting an active translator nmakes it inactive, while selecting an
inactive translator nakes it active. An active translator is showmn with a
check mark to the left of its nane in the nmenu.

CGener al - pur pose and Speci al - purpose Transl ators



Each translator menu is divided into parts:

- At the top of the nenu are special -purpose translators. These translators
are used in cases where either the source file format or the destination
file format is used by a linited range of applications. Except in very
rare cases, translators witten by suppliers other than Apple will be
speci al purpose translators (for exanple, MiltiMate to MacWite).

- If translators have been inported to this nmenu from anot her nenu, they
appear in the mddle of the nenu.

- At the bottom of the nmenu are general - purpose translators. These convert
file formats used by a wide variety of applications to other w dely-used
formats. One exanple is a translator that converts text files from one
file systemto equivalent text files on another file system Another
possi bl e exanple would be a translator for encrypting files. Except in
very rare cases, the only general -purpose translators will be those that
are built into Apple File Exchange.

The parts of the translator nenu are separated by dotted |ines.
Speci al - purpose translators are shown in al phabetical order, while
general - purpose translators are arranged by their resource |ID nunbers.

Ceneral - purpose translators have two inportant limitations that distinguish
t hem from speci al - pur pose transl ators:

- They can't be inported into other nenus.

- In the dialog box that allows the user to select a translator when nore
than one translator can translate a file, general-purpose translators
are not shown. It is assuned that one or nore of the general-purpose
translators can translate any file.
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