Graphic Conversions: PICT to/from CGM
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Can you reconmend software for converting Ms-DOS PC graphics output to
Maci nt osh applications (PICT format) and back?
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Typically, Ms-DOS PC graphics standards are of conpeting standards and

| egal Iy nonconform ng variations. Sone PC packages can do bitnmap
conversions through screencaptures (Hijak, G aphics-Link Plus) and wite
MacPai nt format files, but these translations |ose color informtion and
are bitnmapped versus object-oriented.

There is one standard, however, that sonme PC prograns can support: Conputer
Graphics Metafile (CGW). CGM files are produced by nmany GKS-type
applications (fromminframes to mcros) and many PC graphi c packages
(Harvard Graphics, SAS, Freelance Plus, and so on). Genigraphic

wor kst ati ons al so support CGV] as do a whol e host of other boxes.

There are three approaches to converting a PICT file into a CGMfile: 1)
Use a translation application, such as CADMover 3.2. 2) Use a
Chooser-sel ectabl e driver, such as G aphPorter. 3) Use a graphics
application that can read a PICT file and wite a CGMfile.

CADMover 3.2 (from Kandu Software), Flexi CAD 2.0 (from Ami abl e
Technol ogies, Inc.) and Canvas 3.0 (from Deneba Software) all nove files in
both directions.

GraphPorter (from GSC Associates) is a Superd ue-like Chooser device that
creates a CGMfile froma PICT or PICT2 file when a user prints. As a
utility, GraphPorter nmakes it possible for Maci ntosh users to share graphic
output with a PC via CGM

Met aPi ct (al so from GSC Associ ates) converts CGMto PICT or PICT2 only (not



the reverse direction). If a Mcintosh user wants to inport CGMfiles from
a Geni graphics slide- naking nmachine or Harvard Professional G aphics and
mani pul ate the object-oriented graphics in Canvas or MacDraw, the user can
add MetaPict to their graphic conversion tools. There is a large, installed
based of Genigraphics objects and Harvard G aphic users who woul d benefit
fromthese utilities.

Another utility for CGMto PICT only conversions, is PICTure This! (from
FGM Inc.). PICTure This! converts a wide range of graphic file formats to
PI CT2. The PICT files can be used as is, or edited by nost Mcintosh

sof tware packages. In addition, the programall ows users to save the
converted PICT image into the Cipboard so that it can be pasted into

anot her application.

To locate a vendor's address and phone nunbers, use the vendor nanme as a
search string
Copyright 1991, 1992 Apple Computer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11:05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 8926



