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1) Milti-user Omis 3+

Omis 3+ nulti-user version is a true nulti-user programand will allow severa
users to access the sanme data sinultaneously. The record-locking facility in
Omis 3+ automatically prevents two or nore users fromattenpting to nodify the
same information at the same time, but allows an unlinited nunber of users to
read the sane infornmation. The sane copy of nulti-user Omis 3+ nay be used to
access different databases sinmultaneously. These features are built in and are
transparent to both the user and the devel oper.

In order to use the nulti-user version of Omis 3+, care nust be taken in
installing Omis 3+ and in configuring the network environnment. Failure to
properly install Omis 3+ or correctly configure the network may result in the
inability to run Omis 3+ in the nmulti-user environment. |In nost cases, it
could also result in the corruption or |oss of data.

2) The Network

Multi-user Omis 3+ may be installed on Corvus disk drives residing on the
Corvus Ominet using the Contellation Il (Release 2 or later) Network Software
for the Macintosh. |If you have the wong systemsoftware, do not attenpt to
install Omis 3+, call your dealer or Corvus to obtain the correct software.

We have assuned at this point that you have properly installed the network

sof tware and have physically connected your network together

3) Vol unes

There are four types of volunes in the Corvus environnent: Private, Public,
Control I ed, and Uncontrolled. The following is a brief description of each

additional information is available in your Corvus nmanual s and/or gui des.

Private - can only be nmounted by the owner; can be nounted as either
read/ wite or read-only

Public - can be mounted read-only by any user; can only be nounted read/wite



by the owner

Controlled - can be nounted read/wite by any one user; additional users nay
only have read-only access

Uncontrolled - can be nounted read/wite or read-only by any user at any tine;
this is the type of volume used by Omis 3+ shared files since all users nust
be able to both read and wite sinultaneously

4) Recomended Vol ume Confi guration

Each user nust have his or her own private vol une which contains the Macintosh
system docunents (System Finder, etc.) since these docunents cannot be shared.
The Omis3.info file should also reside in this volune inside your system
folder. Single-user applications can also be stored in this volume. The Omis
3+ Utilities is a single-user application and should be stored in a private

vol une.

An uncontrol |l ed volunme should contain the Omis 3+ program The size of this
volune is determined by the multi-user applications that are to be stored in
this volune. Print resource docunments (LaserWiter and LaserWiter Prep) nust
also be in this volune. The InageWiter driver can also be stored in this

vol umre, but care has to be taken to make sure that only one user at a tinme
tries to print using this driver since it is a single-user resource. Loss of
data may occur if nore than one person tries to print using this resource.

A second uncontroll ed volune should be created to contain the Omis 3+
libraries and data files. This volune should be nade as | arge as the
anticipated size of all the data files. |If possible, the volune should have
enough free space to hold a copy of the largest anticipated data file in case a
data reorgani zation is necessary.

5) Omis 3+ Miulti-user Considerations
Al ways mai ntain backup copies of all libraries and data files.

No ot her copy of Omis 3+ should be available to the user of a nulti-user
version of Omis 3+. Loss of data may occur if a user tries to access a
dat abase that is already being used by another copy of Omis 3+.

Creation of new libraries or data files must be done through the UWilities in a
private vol une.

Omis 3+ nulti-user cannot automatically extend the size of the library or the
data file. Wen the space allocated to the files have been used up, the user
will get nessages that will informthemthat the file is full. Use the Omis
3+ Utilities to increase the size of the library or data file. At this point,
it is reconmended that all other users be | ogged off.

Omis 3+ nulti-user stores internal semaphore flags in the library to keep
track of which records are being accessed. |If Omis 3+ or the network is



interrupted while executing a multi-user application, a semaphore | ock-up or
corruption may occur. This will result in abnormal behavior while using the
Omis 3+ nulti-user application. |If this happens, there are two ways to clear
t he semaphore table:

Reboot Omis 3+ while hol ding down the "Command-S"' keys. Keep holding the keys
down until the application has successfully | aunched.

Mount the vol une which contains the library in a private volune and | aunch the
Uilities program Select the library with the corrupted semaphore table and
go into "Library Uilities". Delete the semaphore table. This is the format

| abel  ed "WORK999". This will cause Omis 3+ to re-create a new senaphore
table when the library is launched. Munt the volunme as an uncontrolled vol une
and | aunch the library.
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