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I"musing Serial Switch vi1.1al on ny Quadra 900. 1'd like to use it with
nmy Quadra 840AV as well, but | get the nessage "Cannot be used with this
Maci nt osh".

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = - o x ot o m o e et il

What Serial Switch I's For

There are few situations where the Serial Switch is required. Those
progranms that don't use the I/O Tool Box routines, but instead directly
address the 1/0O hardware (contrary to Apple's progranm ng reconmendati ons)
may have conpatibility problens with these | OP-equi pped systens.

Because there's no way to bypass the 10OP that controls the SWM and ADB,
applications that address that hardware must be nodified to work on the
Maci ntosh |1fx, Quadra 900, or Quadra 950.

Some History

This control panel was originally called the Macintosh I1fx Serial Switch
1.0. It was revised and renanmed Serial Switch, to reflect that it can

al so be used with the Quadra 900 and 950. This newer version of the Serial
Switch hasn't been as widely distributed as the previous version because
nost of the third-party inconpatibilities have | ong since been corrected.
But since there are still third parties, nost notably M DI devel opers, who
wi sh to use their own serial drivers, Apple provides the switch to

devel opers to distribute with their applications should their applications
require it.

VWi ch Maci nt osh Model s Can Use |t

The Serial Switch control panel is designed for systens that contain
intelligent I/O processors (10OPs). Only the Macintosh I1fx, Quadra 900,
and Quadra 950 have 1 OPs on the ports for the floppy disk, ADB, and seri al
I/O. These ASICs feature a built-in nicroprocessor, DVA controller, tiner,
and external Static RAM (SRAM, used to off-load floppy disk, ADB, nodem
and printer port interrupts. |If you use Serial Switch on a Macintosh that
has no IOP, you will see the error nmessage you report.



Using Serial Switch Version 1.1

The current version of Serial Switch is 1.1. After launching it, you wll
see "ver 1.1al" in the top right corner of the w ndow.

The control panel has two nodes:
e Faster. Use this nbde when using the | OP.

 Conpatible. Enables devel oper's code to address the SCC hardware
directly, bypassing the |OP.

After changing the node, restart the systemto have it take effect.

VWhere to Get It

You can get the Serial Switch control panel from

e The M DI Manager Tools Disk

e The E.T.O (Essential Tools and hjects) CD-ROMthat is sent to
devel opers on a subscription basis

* Appl e Software Licensing

* Appl eLink's Software Sanpl er

Renenmber, the Serial Switch is still sonetines referred to as the
"Macintosh I1fx Serial Switch"; however, regardl ess of the nanme, version
1.1 will work on sone Quadras too.
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