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We have been seeing some strange results when trying to use volunes |arger than
2 GB. Wat is the maxi mum vol ume size supported by the Macintosh operating
syst enf?
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Prior to System 7.5, the Macintosh operating systemdid not support vol une (not
drive) sizes greater than 2 GB. System 7.5 increased that linmt to 4 G and
System 7.5.2 (and later) increases that linmt to 2 terabytes on some conputers,
i ncl udi ng:

- Power Book 190, 1400, 5300 series and Duo 2300c/ 100.

- Macintosh Performa 5400 and 6400 series and 6360/160

- Power Maci ntosh 5400, 6400, 7200, 7500, 7600, 8500, and 9500 series

- Workgroup Server 7250/120 and Workgroup Server 8550 series

Wth versions of the Macintosh operating systemprevious to System 7.5 we
recommend naking the volunme sizes slightly less than 2 GB to ensure that you do
not run into any linitations.

This means that if you have a hard disk drive with a formatted capacity | arger
than the 2 GB, you nust partition it into multiple volumes smaller than 2 GB
Currently, we have found that a partition size at least 1 MB snaller than 2 GB
seens to work acceptably.

Possi bl e sympt ons of volunmes equal to, or larger than the 2 GB Ilinmt include:
* Negative file sizes

e Inability to copy files because "Mre space is needed" even though plenty
of space is avail able.

e Simlar synptoms on Novell (or other) servers when the vol unes published
over the network are larger than 2 GB

This is a hard limtation. There are no workarounds other than partitioning the
drive into multiple volunmes or updating your conputer and any client conputers
that may log on to the volune to System 7.5. x.



Article Change History:

31 Cct 1996 - Noted which conputers supported 2 terabytes.
10 Oct 1995 - Reviewed for technical accuracy.

08 Sep 1995 - Added System 7.5.x information
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