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Under Maci ntosh Qperating Systens 5.x and 6.x, multiple systemfiles on a single
vol ume virtually guaranteed file structure and performance probl ens. However,
under 7.x it doesn't seem so denonstrable. Mreover, utilities |ike System
Swi t cher suggest that there are now toggles to enable and disable a systemfile.
|'ve seen a nunber of users who archive, sonetines deliberately, nultiple system
files on a volume, with or without such utilities. Are there known risks in
doing this, and does Apple have a position regarding this practice?
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We still recomend only one System Fol der per volune. W are aware of sone
potential risks involved with multiple System Folders on one vol une. They are:

e Confusion - It is very easy to beconme confused, either for the user or
for athird party application, with the presence of nore than one System
Fol der on the hard drive.

e Disk Cache - In rare instances, information in the Di sk Cache may not
get witten to the hard disk before restarting. If you were blessing a
System Fol der before restarting, then your Mcintosh may not recognize
that it has a System Fol der.

e Hard Disk Problenms - In sone instances, users have experienced | ow | eve
hard di sk directory probl ens, which were hei ghtened by having multiple
System Fol ders. In these cases, a Macintosh typically tried to | oad
Ext ensi ons, Control Panels, and Preferences from an unbl essed fol der
and not fromthe bl essed System Fol der

e Third Party Utilities - Third party utilities for blessing or unbl essing
nmultiple System Folders alter information in the hard disk directory's
boot bl ocks. This is not supported by Apple and may cause probl ens.

If a user, for whatever reason, needs to have multiple System Folders, it is
critical that the other System Fol ders be debl essed correctly, as follows:

1) Wth System 7.0 and | ater, nove the Systemfile to the Preferences
Fol der (hiding the Systemfile in this way debl esses the System



Fol der) .

2) Close the System Fol der and verify its state before restarting. A
bl essed System Fol der has a Macintosh in its icon. A non-blessed System
Fol der does not.

3) Renane the debl essed System Fol der to any nanme ot her than "System
Fol der".
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