Macintosh: Menu Bar Emulation for Multiple Monitor System

This article last reviewed: 20 July 1989

Can you create a Macintosh application that puts the nenu bar on all of the
monitors of a multiple nonitor workstation, or does that break an "Inside
Maci ntosh" rule? If you can, what is the maxi num nunber of nonitors?
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The Maci nt osh Tool box does not provide a method for placing actual menu bars on
multiple nmonitors. Only one nonitor can have the nmenu bar

It is possible to wite an application that creates pop-up nmenus at the top of
each nonitor that ermulate the nenu bar while that application is running.

I nformati on on pop-up nenus is on pages 241 and 242 of "Inside Macintosh Vol une
V' and "Tech Note #156."

An easy solution would be a third-party product, |ike POANERmenus from Magic
Software. Wth it, you can display a hierarchical pop-up nmenu containing the
sanme itens as the real nmenu bar anywhere on any screen. This utility works with
all applications.

There is another INIT utility called "Tear-Of Menus" (TOM from Al P (Advanced
Interface Progranming). Wth TOM a user can tear off either "pull-down" menus
or the titles of the menus, which then can be activated in the same manner as
standard nenus. Menus al so can be dragged across nultiple nonitors. You can
al so set TOMto autonatically disable with applications that "nisbehave". Sone
of these applications are specified (hard-coded). You can expand the list to

i ncl ude other applications that don't work correctly.

The product incorporates a serialization schene for counting users on the
network. So, if, for exanple, you want to have five people running TOM on one
network, you need to buy a "large" enough |license to support that nunber.

For nmore details, search the Tech Info Library under "Magic Software" and

"Advanced Interface Programm ng."
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