Why No Kana Operating System Exists For The Macintosh
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Sone users have asked about a Kana operating systemfor the Maci ntosh. Not
only is Apple not aware of any such GS, it is unlikely there would be one.

To better explain howthis all works, let's |ook at how t he Japanese
written | anguage has devel oped:

Japanese writing is a blend of four witten character sets: Kanji,

Hi ragana, Katakana and Romaji. Characters fromall four sets can occur in a
singl e sentence. Hiragana and Katakana are two el enents of what is known as
Kana.

Witten communi cation in Japan began with the direct inportation of the
Chi nese picture characters the Japanese call Kanji. Initially, each Kanji
synmbol was used in Japanese to represent a single word.

Kana (Hi ragana & Kat akana)

Eventual |y, the Japanese devi sed two separate phonetic syllabaries called

Hi ragana and Kat akana, or sinply Kana. Hiragana and Katakana are two different
styles of witing the sane sounds. Unlike the Kanji, each Kana character
represents a syllable rather than a word or concept. Both are used in
conjunction with Kanji to formthe Japanese witten system of today.

Romaji are Roman al phabetic characters. These characters are rarely used
except in dealing with foreigners and occasionally a conpany nane.

G ven these facts, a Kana OS woul d be a subset of Kanji Tal k
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