Macintosh: Effect of Locking Extensions and Drivers

Article Created: 16 Septenber 1992

This article answers sone questions about the effects of |ocking various

files.
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Q Control panels and extensions are |ockable. Oher than not allow ng the
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file to be thrown away, |'munder the inpression that |ocking self-
nmodi fying files will prevent nodification

Wiile it's true that you can | ock control panels and extensions

with ResEdit or simlar utilities, this isn't a good idea. Sone

control panels and extensions expect to have wite access to thensel ves,
and may not behave gracefully when | ocked. W recomend AGAI NST | ocki ng
any file in the System Fol der that doesn't cone | ocked.

Are the PostScript LaserWiter drivers and Appl eShare extension
sel f- nodi fyi ng?

The Post Script LaserWiter drivers are self-nodifying, but the

Appl eShare extension isn't. The Appl eShare extension has its own
Preference file, kept in the Preferences folder, called "Appl eShare
Prep."

| assume that in AppleShare, |ocking would prevent the extension from
renmenbering any servers that were selected to auto-nount.

Locki ng the "AppleShare Prep" file will indeed prevent the extension
fromrenenbering any servers that were selected to auto-nount.
Actual ly, you'll get one or two error nessages, dependi ng on whet her you

saved just your nanme or your nanme and password in the Chooser

Woul dn't | ocking the LaserWiter driver prevent it fromselecting a
different printer?

Yes, but it also prevents the LaserWiter driver fromworking. To use



the LaserWiter driver, it must remain unlocked. |If it's locked, you'l
get an error nessage stating the driver was unable to |ocate the
selected printer.

Copyri ght 1992, Apple Computer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11:05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 10692



