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IO & O e L
VWhen | choose "About This Mcintosh..." fromthe Apple nenu, | get

i nformati on about ny conputer's menory and how it's being allocated.
Wien | | ook at how much nmenory ny applications are using, | typically

see a grayed bar that's fully or partially filled by a black bar
Sonetimes the black bar noves around.

VWhat do the black and grey bars indicate? |'ve always thought that the
gray was for how nuch nenory the program had reserved for itself and
that the black was how much nmenory it was currently using.
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The total bar (black + gray) equals the amount of RAM allocated to the
application, with the black portion indicating the ambunt of RAM
currently used by that application. Technically, the program woul d
have to use the operating systenis nenory nmanager for the black portion
to be conpletely accurate, and sonme prograns don't do that. The bl ack
portion fluctuates in proportion to actual RAMin use.

Not es: Under System 6.0.x, you get the sane information with the "About

The Finder..." itemunder the Apple nmenu

Under System 7.x, you can get an "About The Finder..." choice under the
Appl e nenu instead of "About This Macintosh..." by hol ding down the
Option key. Wien you select this nmenu item you'll see the nountain

Fi nder graphi c.

Performa systens display the sane information with the "About This
Conputer..." itemunder the Apple nenu.

Article Change History:

7 October 1993 - Changed the title and added notes to indicate the
titles of the sanme nenu itemunder different systens.
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