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Macintosh: Changing Font Sizein Menu Bars

This article |last reviewed: 14 Cctober 1987

At the end of this article is the MPW Assenbly source code for an Init file
that, when placed in the System Fol der, nodifies three | ow nmenory gl obal s at
startup.

The Init changes the Systemfont from Chicago 12 to Chicago 14, the |argest
font that doesn't cause distortion in dialogs and buttons. (You must, of
course, have Chicago 14 installed in the Systemfile.) Menu bars and w ndow
title bars will change in size based on the val ues you supply.

War ni ngs: This met hod of changing the size of the systemfont is not
recomended, but is the easiest way to change the font size of the nenu
bar with existing Systemfiles. The Init has been tested with few
applications, but may not work with all prograns. It makes direct calls to
hardware | ocations and nay not work with future versions of hardware or of
system sof t war e.

For more information, see:
- the Font Manager Chapter of Inside Macintosh, volume |11
- the Menu Manger Chapter of |nside Macintosh, volune V

Here is the source code for the ChangeFont Init:

; Source for an Init that will change the system default nenu bar size to other
; than chicago 12 point. By Jim Mensch
; Note: you can use ResEdit to change the Font/size wi thout reconpiling

Mai n Proc Export
oPT NONE ; Turns off code optim zation
| ea $BA6, A0 ; Load address of system font nunber
| ea $BA8, Al ; Load address of systemfont size
Move. W #8300, ( AO) ; Store ny font nunmber into sysFont ( O is
; Chicago )
Move. W #$0E, (Al) ; Store the new Font Size
| ea $BAA, A0 ; Load in the MBar Heigth address
Move. W #3$16, (AO) ; Adjust it for 14 pt NOTE: you nust do this in

; order to nake the finder adjust at boot tine
; This value nust be conputed for each

; font/size pair you want to use. To easily

; get this nunber use macsbug to change the



. WMPWassenble and |ink instructions for

rts
end

; asm ChangeFont . a

; link -0 ChangeFont
; DunpCode -rt

; File:

ChangeFont ,
; 000000:
; 000004:
; 000008:
; 00000C:
; 000010:
; 000014:
; 000018:

41F8 OBA6
43F8 OBA8
30BC 0000
32BC 000E
41F8 OBAA
30BC 0016
4E75

INIT=0 -c ZSYS -t
I Nl T=0 ChangeFont

Resource 0, Type:
AL
'C..
'0..
'2..
AL
"0..

"N

: Font/Size and do an Exit to Shell

This will

; cause the address BAA to be reconputed
; {Because it calls InitMenus}

this init

RTS

Copyri ght 1989 Apple Conputer, Inc.

Keywor ds:

<None>

I NI T ChangeFont.a.o

INIT, Nanme: Main
.‘ LEA
.‘ LEA
.‘ MOVE. W
.‘ MOVE. W
.' LEA
! MOVE. W

$0BAG, AD
$0BAS, Al
#$0000, ( AO)
#$000E, ( Al)
$0BAA, AD
#$0016, ( A0)
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