Mac OS 7.6: About English Text-to-Speech Read Me (1/97)

Article Created: 24 January 1997

This article is the About English Text-to-Speech ReadMe file.
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Usi ng the English Text-to-Speech Software.

Wth the English text-to-speech software installed, many Maci ntosh prograns can
read English text out |loud. One of the programs that can read to you is the

Si npl eText program which cones with this conmputer and is already installed on
your hard disk. (You are probably reading this docunment using the SinpleText
program)

The instructions in this docunent tell you:

 what you need to use this software;

* howto install the software;

* howto try out the software using SinpleText;
e how to choose a standard (default) voice;
 sone technical details;

* how to sol ve conmon probl ens.

What you need to use the English text-to-speech software.

To use the software, you need the follow ng software and hardware.

 a Macintosh or Power Macintosh conputer;

e version 6.0.7 or later of system software;

 at least 300 kilobytes of RAMin addition to what the rest of your system
sof twar e takes;

e at | east 5 negabytes of space avail able on your hard disk

Installing the software.

To install the English text-to-speech software, follow these steps.

1. Print these instructions before you start. You will not be able to view them



on screen during the installation

2. |If you have been using an earlier version of text-to-speech software, see the
note for you at the end of this section.

3. Quit any progranms you have been using.

4. Wile holding down the Shift key on the keyboard, choose Restart fromthe
Special nmenu. Don't release the Shift key until you see the "Extensions Of"
nessage on your screen.

5. To start the Installer program double-click its icon. You can find the
Installer programin the same place you found these instructions.

6. In the introductory screen that appears, click Continue.
7. In the next screen, click Install. The installation takes a few m nutes.

8. When you see a nessage reporting that the installation was successful, click
Restart.

After the conputer restarts, you can start using the text-to-speech software.
You can try it out using the instructions in the next section

Note for users of PlainTalk 1.0: The inproved version of MacinTal k Pro included
with this text-to-speech software is intended to replace the old PlainTalk
text-to-speech software. However it may not work with sonme conputers that have a
68030 processor. If you have such a conputer and want to keep using the old

Pl ai nTal k text-to-speech software, you should not use the standard Instal
procedure described in these steps. Instead, after step 6, choose Custom I nstal
fromthe pop-up nmenu, select MacinTalk 2 or MacinTalk 3, then proceed with steps
7 and 8.

Trying out the text-to-speech software.

You can try out the text-to-speech software in the SinpleText program by
foll owi ng these steps.

1. Open any Sinpl eText document. O, since this docunent is already open, you
can do the remaining steps with it.

2. Cick anywhere in the text to make sure nothing is selected.
3. Choose "Speak AIl" fromthe Sound nenu. (If you cannot hear anything, you may
have the sound turned all the way off. Check in the Sound or "Sound & Di spl ays”

control panel.)

4. |If you want the conmputer to stop reading, choose Stop Speaking fromthe Sound
nmenu.

You can also try the foll ow ng:



e To read a portion of the file, select the words you want to read then choose
Speak Sel ection fromthe Sound nenu.

e To have the conputer speak in a different voice, select a voice fromthe
Voi ces sub-nenu in the Sound nenu, then choose the Speak Al or Speak Sel ection
command from the Sound nenu.

e To use the text-to-speech features of other prograns, see the instructions
that cane with those prograns.

Choosi ng a standard (default) voice.

I f you have system software version 7.0 or |later, you can use the Speech control
panel to choose your favorite voice to be the default voice for all your
programs. (To use the Speech control panel on sone bl ack-and-white 68000
conputers, like the Macintosh SE, you need to have system software 7.1 or
later.) To set the default voice, follow these steps.

1. Open the Control Panels w ndow by pulling down the Apple nenu and choosi ng
Control Panels.

2. Open the Speech control panel by double-clicking its icon in the Contro
Panel s wi ndow.

3. Open the Options pop-up nenu at the top of the Speech control panel and
choose Voi ce.

4. To change the default voice, choose the voice you want fromthe Voice pop-up
nmenu. To hear what the voice you chose sounds like, click the speaker button. If
you' re concerned about RAM usage, Agnes, Bruce, and Victoria take about 1,500
kil obytes of RAM the rest take 300 kil obytes or |ess.

5. To change the rate at which the default voice speaks, nobve the slider

6. Close the control panel

Turning Talking Alerts on or off.

If you have system software version 7.0 or later, you can use the Speech contro
panel to turn the Talking Alerts feature on or off. Wen this feature is on
your Macintosh will speak the contents of alerts to you. (An alert appears, for
exanpl e, when your printer runs out of paper while printing.) To turn the
Talking Alerts feature on, follow these steps.

1. Open the Control Panels wi ndow by pulling down the Apple nenu and choosi ng
Control Panels.

2. Open the Speech control panel by double-clicking its icon in the Control
Panel s wi ndow.

3. Open the Options pop-up nenu at the top of the Speech control panel and



choose Tal king Alerts.

4. To have your Macintosh speak a phrase like "Alert!" or "Hey!" when an alert
appears, click the "Speak the phrase" check box to put an X in it, and choose
t he phrase you want to be spoken fromthe adjacent pop up nenu.

5. To have your Macintosh speak the content of an alert when one appears, click
the "Speak the alert text" check box to put an X in it.

6. To adjust how | ong your Macintosh del ays after an alert appears before
speaking the alert text, adjust the slider beneath the "Speak the alert text"
check box.

7. To test how Talking Alerts will behave with your chosen settings, click on
t he speaker icon to the right of the slider

Whenever Tal king Alerts is speaking the text of an alert, you can stop it by
clicking the nmouse or typing any key.

Techni cal details.

The software that enables your computer to speak has these conponents:
 Speech Manager, a system extension

e one or nore of these English speech synthesizers, depending on your
har dware and sof t ware:
- MacinTal k 2 for standard-quality speech,
- MacinTal k 3 for high-quality speech
- MacinTalk Pro for highest-quality speech

« several voice files, each identified with one particul ar synthesizer
 the Speech control panel (if you have systemsoftware 7.0 or later).
The Installer installs the files that are appropriate for your system
e If you have version 6.0.7 or 6.0.8 of systemsoftware on any Maci ntosh
these files are installed.
- Speech Manager, in the System Fol der
- MacinTalk 2, in the System Fol der

- 9 voices, in the Voices folder, which is in the System Fol der

e If you have version 7.0 or later of systemsoftware on a Power Macintosh
or on a Macintosh with a 68040 processor, the following files are

i nstall ed.
- Speech Manager, in the Extensions folder
- the Speech control panel, in the Control Panels folder

- MacinTalk 3 and Maci nTalk Pro, in the Extensions folder

- 19 MacinTalk 3 voices, in the Voices folder, which is in the

Ext ensi ons fol der;

3 Maci nTal k Pro voi ces (Agnes, Bruce, and Victoria), also in the



Voi ces fol der.

e If you have version 7.0 or later of systemsoftware on a Macintosh with
a 33 Mz or faster 68030 processor, the following files are installed.
- Speech Manager, in the Extensions folder
- the Speech control panel, in the Control Panels folder
- MacinTalk 3, in the Extensions fol der
- 19 voices, in the Voices folder, which is in the Extensions folder

e If you have version 7.0 or later of system software on any ot her
conputer, the following files are installed.
- Speech Manager, in the Extensions folder
- the Speech control panel, in the Control Panels folder
(Note: On Macintosh SE conputers, the Speech control panel requires
version 7.1 or later of the system software)
- MacinTalk 2, in the Extensions fol der
- 9 voices, in the Voices folder, which is in the Extensions folder

Troubl eshooti ng (problens and sol utions).
* My Maci ntosh won't speak.
- Turn up the speaker volume in the Sound control panel
- Choose a voice that requires | ess random access nenory. The voices
Agnes, Bruce, and Victoria take the nost nmenory.

e The Installer programsays there's a problemw th the hard disk
- Re-install your systemsoftware, then try installing the English
text-to-speech software again.

e The Installer program displays other error nessages.
- Make sure you restart the conputer with extensions off, as described
in "Installing the Software," above.

* | had an ol der version of text-to-speech software, then did a custom

installation of the new software, but some of ny ol der voices

di sappear ed.

- The custominstallation you chose erased the ol der version of the
software that can use those voices. You can install newer versions of
t he voi ces by doing another custominstallation of the new software to
install MacinTalk 2 or MacinTalk 3 -- whichever you used to have. (If
you' re not sure which you had, you can install both.)
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