System 7.5: How Apple Menu Options Affects Perfor mance (9/95)

Article Created: 13 June 1995
Article Reviewed/ Created: 29 Septenber 1995

My system seens to have a delay or pause of a few seconds doi ng many sinple
things. For exanple, when an open fil e/ save as di al og box appears on the screen
it is often a few seconds before you can click OK or Save or whatever.

Creating, deleting or noving files and folders al so seens to have a del ay

associ ated with the operation.

This problem arose after | placed an alias to the hard drive in the Apple Menu
Itens folder. Sinply renoving the alias fromthe Apple Menu Itenms fol der brings
back instant response.
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Appl e Menu Options (AMD can sl ow your system operations when an alias to a hard
drive is placed in the Apple Menu Itenms folder. Placing an alias to a top | evel
folder (with many subfolders and files) in the Apple Menu Itens fol der can
produce a simlar slowdown, but nore linited inpact. Placing many fol der aliases
or actual folders in the Apple Menu Itens folder can also lead to a sl owdown,
dependi ng on their depth and contents.

There are different methods used in creating a hierarchical Apple Menu.

One nethod is to acquire the folder informati on and build the hierarchical nmenu
when you sel ect the folder through the Apple Menu. This nakes the menus |ess
responsive, particularly if the path leads off to a nounted server vol une. You
will see the AppleTalk arrows flash in the upper left corner of your screen as
you navigate the hierarchical Apple Menu for a server volune. This is the
approach used by NOW nmenus, MenuExtend from Al Soft, and the shareware extension
BeHi erarchic, and others.

The approach used by AMOis to pre-build all the hierarchical nenus through five
folder layers for every folder and folder aliases in the Apple Menu Itens
folder. If an alias to a hard drive or server volune is in the Apple Menu Itens
folder, the top five layers of folders are acquired and cached. This is what is
done by AMO as the Finder |aunches and it causes a delay maki ng the Fi nder
Deskt op avail abl e. The Apple Menu Options then has to continually "watch" for a
folder being nodified with a file or folder being created or renoved and rebuild
t he cached nenu. This approach nmakes the Apple nmenu very responsive, because the



nmenus are all cached. It has the long termeffect of inparting a system sl owdown
during such things as enptying the trash, nmoving folders, and so on

AMD has a side effect which exacerbates the issue. Since it creates the Recent
Servers folder with aliases to nounted vol unes, these volunes are al so searched
and nenus cached. The Apple Menu Options Prefs file grows in size as nultiple
server volunmes are mounted and their folder structure cached in this file. This
file can grow to 300-400Kb in size

The workaround for this problemis not to use an alias to your hard disk in the
Appl e Menu. The sl owdown affect can be | essened by linmted use of aliases to
certain folders that you wi sh to navigate hierarchically. Another option is to
use one of the alternative products with the other nethod of creating a

hi erar chi cal menu.
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