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Wth the new Desktop Patterns control panel in System 7.5, Apple gives you
greater control than ever before over the patterns that you can use to decorate
your deskt op.
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VWhen you first access the Desktop Patterns control panel, a 3.25" by 4" w ndow
opens up. This initial "scrapbook" contains 64 patterns that you can view by
clicking repeatedly on the horizontal scroll bar beneath the patterns

t hensel ves. When you find a pattern that you would Iike to transfer to your
desktop, click the Set Desktop Pattern button

You can design your own patterns by using a paint-type program (or the paint
nmodule within a programlike CarisWrks). The pattern area neasures 128 x 128
pi xel s, so you can create a design up to that size, select it with a marquee
tool, cut the selection fromthe paint docunent, and paste it into the Desktop
Patterns wi ndow wi t hout distortion. If you paste a pattern snaller than

128 x 128 pixels, the snaller pattern is duplicated w thout distortion across
the desktop after you click on the Set Desktop Patterns button. If you paste a
pattern larger than 128 pixels in either direction, a reduced version of the
pattern appears in the Desktop Patterns w ndow.

Every time you paste sonething into the Desktop Patterns wi ndow, a new pattern
is added to the collection. (You cannot paste text into the Desktop Patterns
wi ndow, al though you can paste an image of text froma paint program)

Regardl ess of which pattern is open at the time you paste, the new pattern
appears after all the others. The pattern that was open at the time of pasting
is not deleted. To renpbve a currently visible pattern fromthe collection, use
Cut fromthe Edit nmenu or type Conmand- X.

The Desktop Patterns control panel supports a maxi numinmage size of 64K. The
maxi mum nunber of patterns that can be stored is 226. The patterns are stored in
a file called Desktop Pattern Prefs in the Preferences fol der inside of the
System Fol der. If the current Desktop Pattern Prefs file is renoved fromthe
Preferences folder and placed el sewhere, a new Prefs file is created the next
time you call up the Desktop Patterns control panel. The new Desktop Patterns
Prefs file contains the basic collection of 64 patterns. The old file, with al



its saved patterns, can be kept and substituted for the current Prefs file
whenever desired.

VWhen patterns are cut fromthe control panel, they di sappear from vi ew but
remai n hi dden and inaccessible in the Desktop Pattern Prefs file, where they
take up space. Over tine, if you do lots of cutting and pasting of patterns, the
Prefs file can becone quite large. |If this happens, you may want to discard it
and start over.

In addition to the traditional copying and pasting of inages, the Desktop
Patterns control panel supports Apple’ s new drag-and-drop feature. If you drag a
pattern out of the control panel wi ndow and into a Finder w ndow or onto the
Desktop, a file called “picture clipping” is created. This file can be dragged

i nto any Maci ntosh program that supports drag-and-drop, such as the new
Scrapbook. Simlarly, you can drag picture clipping files into the Desktop
Patterns control panel w ndow from drag-and-drop-conpati ble programs |ike the
Scr apbook.

Here's one | ast feature of the Desktop Patterns control panel: if you hold down
the Option key on your keyboard, the Set Desktop Pattern button changes to Set

Uilities Pattern. Wien you click on this alternate button, the sel ected design
is used as a background pattern in various Apple utilities. These utilities

i nclude Calculator, Find File, Jigsaw Puzzle, Key Caps, and Scrapbook. ** NOTE
**: This option does not show up if the Macintosh is linmted to Bl ack and

Vi te.

Wth all of these features, the new Desktop Patterns control panel can nake your
Maci ntosh nore attractive than ever before.
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