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This article provides an overview of utilities and enhancenents for nobile
conputing contained in System 7.5.
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System 7.5 includes a new set of utilities that extend PowerBook battery life,
synchroni ze files between | aptop and desktop systems, and offer conveni ence
features that nake nobile computing easier and faster.

» Extended battery Iife. The Power Book Assistant gives users increased
hours of battery life by providing automati c power managenent —swi tching
to full perfornance if the PowerBook is plugged in, and full conservation
if it’s not. It also provides for quick and easy configuration of the
Power Book for either performance or battery conservation

Battery managenent features include autonmatic backlight dinm ng and a per nanent
RAM di sk feature that saves information between restarts and shut downs.

The Power Book Control Panel consolidates power-managenent features.

* Consolidated Control Strip. Because PowerBook control panels are now
conbined into a single control strip, you have sinpler access to controls
and can nore easily custonize your PowerBook systems. The Control Strip can
be noved anywhere on the screen. The whole Strip or portions of it can be
hi dden and you can arrange the nodules to fit your preferences. It
i ncl udes the foll owi ng nodul es:

- Appl eTal k Switch: Lets you switch Appl eTal k on or off without
goi ng to the Chooser.

- Battery Monitor: Provides a visual indication of present battery charge
| evel s, rate of battery consunption, and a digital read-out of battery
time remaining. It al so displays whether one or two batteries are being
used and includes icons that let you know if the batteries are charged,
chargi ng, or draining.

—File Sharing: You can switch File Sharing on or off and change the



sharing set-up.

—Hard Disk (HD) Spin Down: Lets you spin down the hard disk drive with a
single click.

—Power Settings: Using the PowerBook tool bar, you can set your Power Book
system for better conservation or better performance or open the Power Book
Control Panel

— Sl eep Now. Lets you put the PowerBook into sleep node with a single
click.

—Sound Vol une: By clicking on the Control Strip’s sound icon and sel ecting
the volune, you no |longer need to resort to the Control Panels.

—Video Mrroring: Lets you switch video mirroring on or off wthout
going to the Control Panels. (lcon avail able only when a PowerBook is
attached to an external nonitor.)

e File synchroni zation. The PowerBook File Assistant automatically
synchroni zes fil es between PowerBook conmputers and ot her Macintosh
systenms. It gives you the freedomto work with your PowerBook whenever and
wher ever you want without worryi ng about whether you have the nost
current version of a docunent. The PowerBook File Assistant keeps any two
files, folders, or disks synchronized —locally, over a network, or using a
floppy disk. It provides “drag and drop” setup and |l ets you sel ect
aut omat ed or manual synchroni zati on of data. Synchronization can be
one-way or bi-directional

 Convenience features. Other built-in utilities queue up docunents to
print as soon as the PowerBook is connected to a printer, and inprove
nouse tracki ng by enhancing cursor visibility. A sleep key puts the
Power Book into sl eep node when not in use to preserve battery life. Wen
it cones out of sleep, hard disks and servers are automatically
r emount ed.
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