System 7: Improving Performance on the Macintosh Ilsi and Ilci
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Wiy do the Macintosh Ilsi and Ilci seemso slowwith 256 col ors or shades
of gray? | amrunning System 7.
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This is due to the video RAMin the 1MB RAM bank A (sol dered on the logic
board on the Macintosh Il1si). Using 256 col ors nmakes this bank of RAM
very busy (the nore colors the busier). Consequently, access to anything
else in this part of nenory is slow.

Maci nt osh I1si

On the Macintosh Ilsi, adjust the RAM cache to at least 384K As a
result, bank Ais all video RAM RAM cache, and RAM used by the System
This makes the performance with 256 col ors al nbst as good as with bl ack
and white. Setting the RAM cache hi gher than 384K does not hel p nuch.

This will also work with the Macintosh Ilci if you have four 256K SIMVk in
RAM bank A.

Maci nt osh |l ci

On a Macintosh Ilci, if Bank Ais not filled with 256K SIMVs (instead, it
is filled with 512K, 1MB, 2MB, 4MB or 16MB SIMVB) it is harder to keep
applications fromsharing that RAM bank which is busy. You can try to
boost the RAM cache to approximately the size of the menory in RAM bank A
m nus 600K and get simlar results, but this takes nenory away from your
applications.
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