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This article gives brief descriptions of the files you'll find in the System
Fol der of a Macintosh running system software version 7.0 or 7.0.1. The article
i ndi cates how the 7.1 System Fol der differs.
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Syst em Sof t war e

The Maci ntosh stores systemsoftware in two types of nenmory: Read Only Menory
(ROM and Random Access Menory (RAM. Sections of the operating systemare
contai ned permanently in ROM This type of systemsoftware, which is built into
the hardware, is called firmare.

The system software that you install provides updates (new routines and
corrected versions of old routines) between major ROMrevisions. System and
Finder files, device drivers, and other resources found in the System Fol der
provi de these updates. Wen a systemstarts up, it loads the data fromthe
System Fol der on the hard disk into RAM where it is stored until you shut down
t he system

Syst em Fol der

You can't open nmany of the files in the System Fol der because nost of themare
resource files, not applications. Their use is restricted to the system but
you can renove or copy them and you can add files to the System Fol der. The
exact content of a System Fol der depends on the Maci ntosh nodel and ot her

equi prent used with the Macintosh. At the top |level, the System Fol der
general | y contai ns:

e The Systemfile

e The Finder file

« A System Enabler (System 7.1)
e Clipboard file

* Note Pad File

e Scrapbook File

e Apple Menu ltens folder
 Control Panels folder



 Extensions folder

e Fonts folder (with system software version 7.1)
 Preferences folder

e PrintMnitor Docunents folder

e Startup ltenms folder

Here are descriptions of the top-level files in the System Fol der

System Fil e

This is the nmobst inportant file on a startup volunme, and is the first file

| oaded during the startup process. It contains the RAM based portions of the
Mac Tool Box and operating system ROM extensions and patches, fonts, and sounds.
Al'l applications and the operating systemshare the Systemfile's collection of
resources. Every Macintosh startup disk requires this file to start up and run
t he Maci nt osh.

Finder File

The Finder is the application that presents and naintains the Maci nt osh desktop
The Finder keeps track of what files belong in which folders and where they

appear on the desktop. It manages disks and files, and | aunches ot her prograns.
Every Maci ntosh startup disk requires this file to start up and run the
Maci nt osh.

Odinarily, the operating system designates the Finder as the startup
application -- that is, the application that takes control when you first start
the system Wth System 7, the Finder stays open while you run other
applications.

Syst em Enabl er

Al'l new Maci ntosh nodel s shipping after the rel ease of systemsoftware version
7.1 include System Enabl er software specific for that nodel or a particular

fam ly of nodels, like the Macintosh PowerBook family. System Enablers provide
conpatibility between Mci ntosh hardware and system software. You add a System
Enabl er rather than reinstalling a new system System Enablers are | ocated at
the top level of the System Folder -- not in the Extensions folder

A ipboard File

The dipboard stores data that you have cut or copied.

Not epad Fil e

The Not epad desk accessory uses resources in this file.

Scrapbook File

The Scrapbook file stores graphics and text for the Scrapbook desk accessory.
The Scrapbook retains infornmation even after the system shuts down.

Note: If you delete the O ipboard, Notepad, or Scrapbook files, the system



recreates them but they'll be enpty.

Appl e Menu Itens Fol der

You install files in the Apple nmenu by dragging theminto the Apple Menu Itens
folder. You can put any file or alias that you double-click to open or |aunch
(applications, docunents, server volunes) in the Apple nmenu. Wen you instal
System 7, the Alarm C ock, Calculator, Chooser, Key Caps, Note Pad, and
Scrapbook desk accessories and a Control Panels folder alias appear in the Apple
nenu.

Control Panel s Fol der

The Control Panels fol der contains resources that allow you to set features,
such as date and tinme. The systemdraws upon data and instructions provided in
t hese control panel files, sonetinmes called Control Panel Device Resource files
(cdev files). The specific control panel files included with the Macintosh
system depends on configuration requirements and user preferences.

Here are sone of the control panels you may find in this fol der

» Col or
If you have a color nonitor, you can sel ect highlight and wi ndow
col ors.

« Date & Tine
This is for setting date and tinme for the conputer.

 Easy Access
Thi s supports features the Maci ntosh provides for disabled people:
Mouse Keys (a substitute for using the nouse), Slow Keys, and Sticky
Keys (a way to input conplex key sequences nore easily).

 File Sharing Monitor
The File Sharing Mnitor control panel lets you nonitor file sharing
activity. It shows you the nane of any connected users, and lets you
di sconnect any connected users.

e Ceneral Controls
You can change features |ike desktop pattern, and rate of insertion
poi nt bl i nki ng.

» Keyboard
Sel ect keyboard layout, and key repeat and del ay rates.

 Labels
Provi des the colors and names for the Finder Label nenu. You can

change the colors corresponding to the |abel nanmes here.

° |vap
Type in a city nane to see geographic location information.

e Menory



You can set the disk cache size, and turn on or off virtual menory
and 32-bit addressing.

* Mnitors
You can select nmonitor characteristics (number of grays or colors).
You can al so set nonitor orientation when you have nore than one
noni tor connected to your conputer.

* Mouse
Sel ect tracking and doubl e-click speeds for your npuse device.

* Network
The Network control panel shows the avail able data |inks (Local Talk,
Et her Tal k, TokenTal k). These resources are called adevs (AppleTal k
Devices). You select which data link to use for network operations.
Swi tching data |inks causes a tenporary |oss of network connections.

* Nunbers
This is where you set the format for displaying nunbers.

e Sharing Setup
You can start File Sharing or Program Linking, and you enter
informati on here to identify your conputer on the network

* Sound
Specify the type and vol une of sound for your conputer.

e Startup Disk
If you have nore than one hard disk attached to your conputer, you
can specify which of themis the startup disk.

 Token Ring
This is used to set transm ssion speed of the Apple Token Ring 4/16
NB card, to set other operational tiners, and to assign a locally
adm ni st ered address used for network nanagenment instead of the
def aul t hardwar e address.

e Users & G oups
Desi gnate who has access privileges to your conputer.

* Views
Select the font, icon arrangenment, and list information shown on the
deskt op.

Ext ensi ons Fol der

The Extensions fol der contains:

» Systemextensions, called INITs in System6, (for exanple, network
drivers)

« Chooser extensions, sonetimes called rdevs, which stands for Renopte
Devi ces (exanpl es include Appl eShare, CD-ROVM and printer drivers)



e System applications (for exanple, PrintMnitor)
* Post Script fonts.

The Extensions folder is the first place the System | ooks when | oadi ng
system extensions at startup tinme.

Printer Software

Printer drivers, sonmetines called printer resources, provide the interface to
specific printers. You indicate your choice of printers in the Chooser. Wen
you select a printer with the Chooser, the system draws upon the resources in
these files. A systemnust have the resource files corresponding to the
printers used with the system

Here's a list of some printer drivers included with system software version
7.1

* Appl eTal k I mageWiter

e ImageWiter

 LaserWiter
This is for all LaserWiters except the LaserWiter Pro series.

* LQ Appl eTal k I mageWiter

e LQ I mageWiter

 Personal LaserWiter SC

* Personal LWLS

« StyleWiter

 Laser Prep
This file works with the LaserWiter driver to provide PostScript,
t he | anguage nost LaserWiters use to print text and graphics. The
Laser Prep file is rolled into LaserWiter driver version 6.1 and
later. The Laser Prep file is required with LaserWiter driver
versions 6.0 and earlier, and with AppleShare Print Server 2.0.

e Printer Share
Printer Share is part of GrayShare, and the extension allows sharing
of the StyleWiter |1, LaserWiter Select 300, Personal LaserWiter
300, and the Apple Color Printer

O her Chooser Extensions

Foreign File Access handles the conversion of File Manager calls to | SO
9660 and High Sierra discs. |If you have a CD-ROM drive, you need the
appropriate software to access it. 1In addition to Foreign File Access,
you need High Sierra File Access and | SO 9660 File Access files.

Net wor k Sof t war e

Net wor k software provides the interface to network data links (for
exanpl e, EtherTal k or TokenTal k).

+ A ROSE
A/ ROSE stands for Apple Real -Tine Operating System Environnent. It's



a systemextension that runs as a driver in the standard Maci nt osh
operating system It downl oads, starts, stops, sets priorities, and
conmuni cates with real -tine processes that run on any

A/ ROSE- conpati bl e NuBus card

 EtherTal k Phase 2
Et her Tal k software all ows conmuni cation with Appl eTal k network
servi ces over Ethernet networking interface cards and nedi a.

* Networ k Extension
The Network control panel uses resources in this extension.

» TokenTal k Phase 2
TokenTal k software all ows conmmunication w th AppleTal k network
services over Token Ring networking interface cards and nedia.

 File Sharing Extension
This allows you to share your Maci ntosh on the network.

Appl eShar e
This rdev, or Chooser extension allows you to connect to any Apple File Protoco
(AFP) device such as an Appl eShare Server, or a Macintosh running File Sharing.

Pri nt Moni t or

This application runs in the background to send spooled information to
the printer when you turn on Background Printing in the Chooser
Spool i ng neans that the conputer tenporarily stores the file on the
hard disk. PrintMnitor conmunicates with the printer in the
background, makes a connection with the printer, and sends the file to
the printer. Wen printing is conplete, PrintMnitor enpties the

Print Moni tor Docurments folder. System6 also requires Backgrounder for
background printing.

Font s Fol der

If you install System 7.1, you'll have a Fonts Fol der that provides a
single location for fonts, including TrueType, Adobe Type 1, and bitnmap
fonts. Systemsoftware earlier than version 7.1 stores TrueType and
bitmap fonts in the Systemfile.

Pref erences Fol der

The Preferences Folder stores preference files that keep default or
current settings for progranms. Exanples include Wrd Settings,

MsWor ksPref, PM4 Defaults, and Excel Settings. It also contains
Dictionary and Help files. System 7-conpatible applications create and
maintain these files automatically.

Pri nt Moni t or Docunents Fol der

Wth System 7, you can print to a LaserWiter or a StyleWiter while



you do other work with your Macintosh. For instance, you can print and
continue working on a docunent at the sanme time. This is called
"background printing."

When you turn on Background Printing for printers in the Chooser, files
waiting to be printed are tenporarily stored in the PrintNonitor
Docunents folder until the printer is ready to print them This is al
done in the background.

Startup lItens Fol der

Place in this folder the aliases of all applications and docunments that
you'd |i ke to have opened autonatically when you start the conputer
Don't put systemextensions in this folder.

This article is one of many avail abl e through the Apple Fax center. For a
conplete list of available fax docunents, search the Tech Info Library for Apple
Fax Document Index or call the Apple Fax line at 1-800-505-0171 and sel ect
document nunber 20000 (Apple Fax - Docunent |ndex - Product Support Literature).
The Apple Fax center is available free of charge 24 hours a day, 7 days a

week.
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