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How does the Photo CD Access extension file work with QuickTine 1.5? Does
it tie directly to QuickTine, or is it dependent on the CD ROM manuf act urer
as well? How is the Photo YCC translation acconplished?

| have a third-party CD-ROM player, and | want to read Photo CD discs. Does
t he CD- ROM pl ayer manufacturer have to provide the Photo CD extension, or
can | use Apple's Photo CD Access?
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Phot o CD Access and QuickTine 1.5

It's correct that QuickTime and Appl e Photo Access extensions can perform
functions independently, w thout the presence of the other. HOAEVER, to
actually open a Photo CD inage fromw thin an application, you need BOTH
QuickTine 1.5 (or later) and Apple Photo Access.

Appl e Photo Access provides the ability to nount, on the desktop, a foreign
file systemas a native Macintosh HFS file system Photo CDs are
definitely a foreign file system The main point here is -- if the Photo
Access extension is alone (that is, no QuckTime 1.5), nounting the Photo
CD as a native volune is all that can take place. Photo Access pernits the
Maci ntosh HFS file systemto recognize the CD as a Maci ntosh vol une which
has Maci ntosh resources. For exanple, if you use ResEdit to open one

of the image files, it will display icon resources which are associ ated
with that image file. It will also have a PICT resource that states that
Qui ckTine is needed to display the Photo CD i mage file.

On a nore general note, if Foreign File Access (FFA) extension isn't

installed, the Photo CD won't be recogni zed and you can eject it. |If FFA
is installed, yet Apple Photo Access isn't, the Photo CD nounts as a
generic |1 SO 9660 disc. You'll see "generic" icons, and the Slide Show and

Sli de Show Viewer won't appear in the volunme's w ndow.

If you want to do nore than sinply nmount the Photo CD on the desktop as a
Maci nt osh vol une, you will absolutely need BOTH ext ensi ons



Photo YCC Transl ation

QuickTine 1.5 allows you to use Photo CD i mages on the Macintosh. This
step translates the Photo CD Image Pacs fromthe Kodak YCC format to the
standard Macintosh PICT format. |f the Apple Photo Access extension isn't
present, QuickTime can't access the inmages on the Photo CD. And, in turn
can't translate or deconpress the images on the Photo CD. For exanple,

wi t hout Appl e Photo Access, Photoshop doesn't offer any of the image files
in the standard QOpen...di al og box.

In other words, Apple Photo Access "makes" the Photo CD into a Macintosh
vol urme; and QuickTinme (1.5 and later) "nakes" the Photo CD inage files into
PICT image files. Both Apple Photo Access and Qui ckTime nust be present to
have useful access to Photo CDs.

Third-Party CD Pl ayers

As for conpatibility of third-party CD players, there are elenments that

nmust be present in the basic drive -- the prinmary one is the ability to
handl e CD- XA. Then there's the issue of single session versus nultisession
access. These two issues are based on the drive mechani sm

A CD-ROM drive mechani smthat doesn't have CD- XA ability can't be
corrected by software. A CD-ROM nechanismthat is single session can't be
made to have nultisession ability with software. These nust be addressed
within the drive nmechanism Wthout CD XA ability, Apple software won't
correct the situation. Once a drive is CD XA capable, the drive may be
singl e session or double session. Qur software won't change this hardware
l[imtation.

The general conpatibility rule is: a well-witten CD driver should be
witten to use Apple's Foreign File Access software. |If it can use
Apple's FFA, then it can use Apple Photo Access. This is because Photo
Access is a File System Transl ator (FST), which is a FFA nodule. So
technically, it should be no problemto use Photo Access with a correctly
witten CD driver froma third party.

This brings up the question of what is legitimate distribution for

Appl e's FFA and FSTs. The standard node of operation is for the third-
party hardware conpany to contact Apple Software Licensing for a
distribution |license agreenent.
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