System 7: Performa Versions Compared (9/95)

Article Created: 14 Decenber 1992
Article Reviewed/ Updated: 7 Septenber 1995

This article describes the progressive changes made to system software versions
7.0.1, 7.0.1P, 7.1, 7.1P, 7.1P1, 7.1P2, 7.1P3, 7.1P5, 7.1P6, and System 7.5.
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SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSION 7.0.1
Here are the features of systemsoftware version 7.0.1 that 7.0 doesn't
have:

Ext ensi ons (cdevs)

e Menory - Included RAM Di sk, and updated virtual nmenory and RAM Cache
to work with new RAM di sk.

» Portable - Renpbved screen brightness and contrast sliders, and RAM
di sk.

e Brightness - A sinple slider to control screen brightness.

e Network - Support for on-board Sonic Ethernet for the Quadra famly

e Battery - Updated to work wi th PowerBook famly.

* Caps Lock - Indicator panel available only on Power Books.

* File Sharing - Internal file sharing buffer increased from4K to 5K

e Cache Switch - For Quadras to disable or enable 68040 cache.

e A/RCSE and DAL - 68040 conpatibility changes.

e HD SC Setup - Format-tine node sel ect change.

System Fil e
 Qperating System
» Keyboard patch wakes up sl eepi ng Maci ntosh Appl e Keyboard |
(Maci ntosh C assic) keyboards.
e Support for 53C96 SCSI chip in Quadras and Power Books 140 and 170,
and for PowerBooks 140 and 170 power manager
e Mnor changes to Local Talk (for 68040), Cestalt 'lram, 'ram, and
"kbd' selectors (for RAM di sk), _hwPriv CPU cache managenent and
di spatch routines, keyboard maps (for PowerBook).
e Startup code can inhibit 68040 cache when Cache Switch cdev is set.
« Bitmap system fonts marked purgeabl e.



» Tool Box

« SANE perfornmance i nproved vi a backpat ching.

e Disk Initialization Package prevents RAM di sks from being formatted
as MFS vol unes.

* Notification Manager calls Idl eUpdate when NM nstall called (on
portabl es) to wake the system

» Powerdown nessages on Quadra 900 and RAM di sk.

e Support for Quadra and Power Book sound hardware.

e Backlight driver upgraded to work with PowerBook famly.

* Set Handl eSi ze fixed for all 32-bit menory nmanagers.

* Reduction in overall size of run tinme system heap
e Installer script file revisions for new systens.

SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSI ON 7. 0. 1P

System 7. 0. 1P is systemsoftware for the Performa 200 and 400. It's a
nodi fication of systemsoftware version 7.0.1 that makes changes to the
Maci ntosh, sinplifying the interface for new users. A control panel
extension installs the system changes. This version uses the control
panel portion of the file as a pseudo-Fi nder enhancenent, for a
push-button application | auncher

Here are the nodifications:

* Ceneralized reference to the conputer
Instead of "About this Mcintosh..." the Apple nenu reads "About this
Conputer..." The wi ndow doesn't identify the specific nodel
Applications can use a Cestalt selector to deterni ne whether 7.0.1P
i s running.

e Push-button program | aunchi ng
VWhen a Performa starts up, the Launcher control panel opens on the
desktop (like a small version of At Ease) with an icon for each
installed application. You can launch an application with a single
click.

e Layer hiding
When | aunchi ng an application, the Finder |ayer is hidden, giving the
illusion that only one application is open at a time. dicking on
the desktop won't bring the Finder to the front. You can stil
switch applications through the Application menu

o Default folders
The internal disk on a Performa is configured with an Applications
fol der and a Docunents fol der on the desktop. The standard Save As
dialog box is nodified to always default to saving in the Docunents
folder. This keeps all docunments together rather than with the
application that created them

* Col or default
On col or-capabl e Performas, the default Mnitors setting is 8-bit
col or.

e Changes in desktop pattern
A nmodi fied General control panel replaces the standard desktop



pattern editor with a pop-up nmenu containing a variety of 16x16
desktop patterns.

* Includes At Ease 1.0
Lets adults share the computer, and nakes it easy for children to
[ aunch appli cati ons.

» Backup & Restore
This provides an easy way to create a set of backup disks, and to
restore the contents of the hard disk if necessary.

SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSION 7.1

System software version 7.1 has the system enabl er that supports the
Macintosh Ilvx and Ilvi. It has the features described for 7.0.1
(mnus DAL and SANE backpatching), with the follow ng additions:

« Worl dScript software
This sinmplifies |anguage script support.

* New control panels
These allow custom zing fornats for dates, tines, nunbers, and text
behavi or (for exanple, sort and case conversion). Here's a list of
the new control panels:

e Date & Tine

e CGeneral Controls
* Nunbers

e Text Control

* Power Book

e Inprovenents nmade by System 7 Tune-Up 1.1.1
These i nmprovenents include resolving the problem of disappearing
folders and files, and installing LaserWiter driver version 7.1.1.

e The QuickTine software extension
This provides nultinedia capability.

* Font folder
This folder within the System Fol der provides a single place to store
all fonts.

» System Enabl ers
These provide conpatibility between Maci nt osh CPU hardware and system
software. The Install Me First disk adds a software nodul e, and
not a whol e new system

SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSION 7. 1P

System software version 7. 1P was created to support the Macintosh
Performa 600 (but works with all Perfornma nodels). It has the features
described for 7.1 and 7.0.1P, with the follow ng exceptions:

* Includes Maci ntosh PC Exchange and the Apple |Ile ProDOS extension
» Renoves Apple File Exchange.

SYSTEM SOCFTWARE VERSI ON 7. 1P1

System software version 7.1P1 supports all the Macintosh Perform



nodel s, and has all the features described for 7.1, 7.0.1P, and 7. 1P
with the follow ng exceptions:

e Menory control pane
The RAM di sk menory could be set too high in version 7.1P. A change
in the Menory control panel prevents this.

* Installs CDOROM 4.0.2 and StyleWiter |l drivers

e Pre-configures At Ease icons
The application buttons appear autonmatically and don't require nanual
pl acenent .

* System enabl er nodification
There have been reports that the floppy drive sonetimes won't eject
disks. A nodification to the systemenabler corrects this.

e Mnor interface changes
There are a few cosnetic changes, |ike noving the Mouse Basics icon
to the far left side of the screen

 Serial driver for conmunications

SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSI ON 7. 1P2

System software version 7.1P2 supports all the Macintosh Perform
nodel s, and has all the features described for 7.1, 7.0.1P, 7.1P, and
7.1P1, with the follow ng nodifications:

* Elimnates the system freeze when you click on the sea horse in Muse
Practice. This was corrected by reducing the application preferred
menory size from 5000K to 2500K

e Allows setting Mnitors control panel to any nunber of colors or
bl ack and white selection. The 7.1P1 version reset the systemto 256
col ors upon restart.

« Control panels "exercised" (opened and cl osed) during Custom Mac
process

Many control panels nornmally have conpressed resources. This nakes
it easier to fit all the necessary files on system software fl oppy
di sks. Once a control panel is opened, the resources are
deconmpressed, and then witten back to di sk decompressed. This
process can take quite a bit of time (mnutes, on a Performa 400),
and is nost visible with the Monitors control panel

If a user shuts down their systemwhile the deconpressed resources
are being witten back to disk, it can lead to problens. By
providing users with control panels which already have deconpressed
resources, it should speed things up, reducing the risk that a
custonmer mght think sonething is wong and want to shut down their
system i nproperly.

e The Read Me document now very clearly provides information about
the i mportance of the proper shut down procedure.

SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSI ON 7. 1P3

System software version 7.1P3 supports all the Macintosh Performa
nodel s, and has all the features described for 7.1, 7.0.1P, 7.1P



.1P1, and 7.1P2 with the follow ng nodifications:

I ncl udes a Shut Down desk accessory to nake it easier to shut down,
no matter what application is open. User studies showed that nmany
users were confused about having to "go to the Finder" in order

to shut down.

Detects, during the startup process, if an inproper shut down
occurred. If it occurs (dirty bit was set), a dialog warns to al ways
shut down properly.

Performa control panel provides System Fol der protection, preventing
the user fromdeleting, renamng, or renoving itenms fromthe System
Folder. This feature is on by default, but can be turned off via the
Performa control panel

Performa Maci nt osh Basics provide detailed information about the

i mportance of the proper shut down procedure.

System and Fi nder version nunbers changed to 7. 1P3.

FKEY 3 saves the PICT as a SinpleText file type instead of a
TeachText file.

Apple Restore 1.3 runs only if you start up with the Uilities disk.
Provi des additional roomfor error dialogs.

Slight change in the patterns of General Controls 7.1P3.

Launcher 2.0P version nunber change. Changed the icons for the
Launcher Items folder and the Launcher. Finalized the About Box.
Bal | oon hel p added to Performa 1.0. Replaced two check boxes for the
docunents saving options with three radio buttons in the Perform

wi ndow. Performa control panel icon changed. Performa control panel
checks for System 7.x before opening; if it detects a non-supported
system it passes an error to the Finder which displays a nessage.

Di splays an alert if Performa control panel is open even though IN Ts
aren't properly installed.

Fi nder Layer hiding, an extension in the Performa control panel,

nodi fied to never bring At Ease to the front. This solves probl ens
where user | aunches a desk accessory fromthe Finder and is sw tched
to At Ease when the desk accessory closes. Now it always goes back
to the Finder.

Si npl eText 7. 1P changed the mi ni mum and preferred nenory partition
size from 256K to 512K to solve sone problens with Photo CD and | arge
i mages.

SYSTEM SCFTWARE VERSI ON 7. 1P5

System software version 7.1P5 supports all the Macintosh Perform
nodel s, and has all the features described for 7.1, 7.0.1P, 7.1P

7.

1P1, 7.1P2, and 7.1P3 with the foll ow ng nodifications:

Mouse Basics, Muse Practice, Perfornma Basics, Sharing Your Conputer,
Why Back Up, 800- SOS- APPL, DOS Compatibility and Hel pful Tips are
conpressed using Application VISE 2.1.1. This results in the
fulfillment kit fitting on eight disks plus the Utilities disk versus
nine disks plus Wilities.

An alias to AppleCD Audio Player is in the Apple Menu.

Includes the | atest LaserWiter 300 and StyleWiter Il drivers.

Appl e Restore 1.3



When Restore finishes (because all software is installed or the user
quit early) the last dialog has a restart button instead of asking
for the Uilities disk. This forces a restart, causing a rebuild of
t he deskt op.

* Rolled in all Apple HD SC Setup 7.2.1 fixes.

 CGeneral controls 7.1P3 desktop default pattern is second instead of
third pattern.

e Performa 1.0 fixed this bug: when saving a docunent in an open
application with the Performa control panel w ndow open, Perform
preference settings reverted to saved settings.

e Cleaned up the "not shut down correctly" dialog in the shut down
check, an extension in the Performa control panel

» The standard file patch, an extension in the Performa control panel
now resol ves aliases nost of the tinme. Wen aliases don't resol ve,
an ' X' appears over the Performa icon during startup

* Added a file icon for the desk accessory called Shut Down 1.0P

SYSTEM SOFTWARE VERSI ON 7. 1P6

System software version 7.1P6 supports all the Macintosh Perform
nodel s, and has all the features described for 7.1, 7.0.1P, 7.1P
7.1P1, 7.1P2, and 7.1P3 with the foll owi ng nodifications:

 Backup Partition Software-automatically detects corrupted system fol ders
When a bad System Folder is detected, the user is given the option to
re-1 oad another System Folder into their system

e CD ROM Support-supports the Appl eCD 300+, an all other Apple drives

* New Instructional Products Suite-adds a searchabl e hypertext gl ossary.
It also provides paths for electronic as well as phone-based third party
support.

e HyperCard 2.2 Player-1Includes a nunber of HyperCard stacks to provide
addi tional functionality, and supports sales of the HyperCard 2.2
devel opnent Kkit.

* Inproved incorrect shut-down dial og.

* Inprovenents to Apple Backup and Apple Restore.

* Inclusion of the '040 cache switch-provides conpatibility with certain
' 040 cache inconpatible prograns, such as the current version of Prodigy.

e Optinmus Support

e Bug fixes to inprove reliability.

System 7.5 is qualified for all 680x0 based Performa conputers with at |east 4MB
of menory (8MB for PowerTal k or QuickDraw GX), and at | east 8MB for any Power PC
based Performa conmputer (16MB for PowerTal k or Qui ckDraw GX).

SOFTWARE BUNDLE

The software bundle for the Perfornma 550 has dozens of updates including:

e ClarisWrks 2.1-Supports PowerTal k and has bug fixes
e ClarisWrks Education Sanmple files-Allows us to use this bundle for the
Educat or Advant age Program



 Mario Teaches Typing 1.3.1
Fi xes crashi ng Performa bug and sound manager probl ens

 American Heritage Dictionary Font Fix
* Quicken 4 Rel ease 6

Fi xes recal cul ati on and ot her bugs

* New C ari sWorks Tour
« To receive upgrade kits from d obal Village has been revised to elimnate
t he confusing dialog box at install tine.

This 694-0261 bundle is qualified to be used for the Marts/Catal og 410 and 466,
and the CE/ MM 460 and 475, the Performa 550 with the CD 300+.

(MLO82LL/ A, MLOB5LL/ A, M2156LL/ A  ML904LL/ A, M2147LL/B) as well as the all
Performa 570 series conputers.

New bundles will be built at the end of February to support the rest of the
Performa line. (M2157LL/A, M2154LL/ A, ML981LL/ A, M2155LL/ A) I n addition, these
ot her bundles will have updated copies of Mavis Beacon

Typi ng, DateBook Pro, TouchBase Pro, and DataViz transl ators.

Article Change History:

07 Sep 1995 - Made mnor corrections.

12 Dec 1994 - Added System 7.5.

28 Mar 1994 - Added info on 7.1P6 and nade the article Performa specific.
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