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System software version 7.0 seens to have a floppy disk formatting feature
that | haven't seen before.

If I format a new disk -- or refornmat a previously used disk -- with the
"Erase Disk" option and the formatting is successful, there is a "Verifying
Format" function before "Creating Directory" appears. The boot bl ocks and
data space are filled with the pattern F6F6.

If the formatting fails part way through the process, and | try to format
again and it's successful, there is a "Re-verifying Format" function and
the pattern i s PKKT.

| also noticed on sone floppy disks, which |I've reformatted several tinmes
with the "Erase Disk" option, that the anpunt of disk space avail able

decreases, even though there are no files on the di sk except the Desktop
file. | checked and there was a problemw th sone of the sectors. These
bad sectors showed zeros, while the rest of the disk had the PKKT pattern
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There is a bad-sector-checking nechanismfor floppy disks in version 7.0,
and it is that nmechanismthat is using up the di sk space.

The "Re-verifying Format" message indicates that there was a probl em during
the first format attenpt (a nmedia failure was found on the floppy disk).
Most fl oppy disks don't exhibit this behavior. Any that show the
"Re-verifying Format" nessage nultiple tines would be suspect. You would
nost likely find nore and nore problem sectors with the zero pattern as the
systemtries to keep the floppy di sk usable.
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